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Our next instalment of this work will begin a new li f entire United 
States envelopes prepared by Mr. G. L. Toppan, who has ma special 
study of this bra urscience. The list will use as a basis the numbers 
employed by Messrs. Bogert, Rechert ¢ Tiff ny in preparing hat is called 
the National society list, and hence collectors wl 1ave used this list for 
marking their collections will not be obliged to re-number their envelopes in 
order to arrange them by the new catalogu arieties not listed in the 
National Society ll 1 e indi att | y a, l tc. Ne chive ha S been 
added, so that in some instances the descriptio f any particular number 
will vary from that ich is given in the National list referred to, but each 
number will represent the is d i] i 
number of the Nation: 


In December, 
advertised for bids for su 
by the Post Office Depar ra peri Ir } 

1873. This contract was awart I Sontinental 
New York. 

By order of the Department the designs prepared by the National Bank 
Note Co., in 1870, were continued in use. The new contractors completed 
their first plate on April 7th, 1873, and probably began printing stamps with- 
out much delay. It is not possible to say how soon after May 1st, the issue 
of the stamps to the public was begun. The first notice of them appears in 
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the AMERICAN JOURNAI. OF PHILATELY for Aug. 15th, 1873, (page 126) where 
we read : 


**The difference is easily noticed without the aid of the Company’s imprint, the rs 
being paler than heretofore, and of a slightly washy appearance.” ? 
This, however, was not the only difference, for the manufacturers had 


provided other means of identifying the stamps made by them. On most of 
the values they placed secret marks. These marks were quite sufficient to 
distinguish their stamps from those of the preceding contractors but, at th 
same time, were of so unobtrusive a nature as to escape detection for many 
years, even by the sharp eyes of philatelists. Much interest was excited by 


} 
the announcement in March, 1895, of the discovery of the secret mark o1 
the twelve cents. This was followed, in succeeding months, by the finding 
similar marks on all the other values of the series except the thirty cent 
Undoubtedly the object of these marks was to provide simpl 
positive proof that the stamps bearing them were the product of the Con- 
tinental Bank Note Co. For several years previous to 1873 there had beer 
much complaint, both by the public and in the press, as to the quality of our 
postage stamps. not only in regard to the designs and colors but also 
poor printing and gumming. It is understood that the Continental Bank 
Note Co. believed that large quantities of the stamps made by their prede- 
cessors were of inferior quality. And they feared, because the designs used 
by the two contractors were identical, that these inferior stamps might, at 
some later date, be thrown on their hands by the Government, with the 


claim that they were produced under their contract and must be replaced | 
them. To forestall any such possibility the secret marks were added 
The new contractors also made haste to provide themselves with new 
plates, made from the altered dies, that they might not be req 
any use of the plates of their predecessors. By the date of the commence- 
ment of their contract they had an ample supply for all values from one t 
fifteen cents inclusive. In consideration of these facts the writer has 1 
believed, except for the three higher values, in printings by the Contin 
Bank Note Co. from plates Of the National Bank Note Co., which have beer 
listed in some publications. The correctness of this conclusion is cot 
by those whose position enables them to speak with authority. 


NATIONAL BANK NOTE Co CONTINENTAL BANI 






I cent, 





6 cents. 
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ee | 





I2 cents. 





24 cents )O cents 24 cent )¢ "ents. 
Briefly described, the secret marks are as follow 


OnE CENT.—A small curved dash in the first pear t the left of the 
numeral “1 .”’ 


Two Cents.—A short diagonal line below the colorless ball at the left 
of the “s” of “1 ” This line can only be seen on very clearly printed 
copies But if, at this point, the space between the ornamental outline of 
the panel which is inscribed “ vu. s. postace” and the first vertical line of 
the background (counting toward the left) is blurred or partly filled with 


t 
t 

color, it may be accepted as an indication of the presence of the line. On 

all the stamps printed by the National Bank Note Co. this space is quite 


clear and white. 


THREE CENnTs.—A |] y shading below the upper fork of the ribbon 
which bears the word THREE,” 


Six Cents.—lIn the curve of the ribbon bearing the word “six the 


first four lines, counting from the left, are recut and « 


SEVEN CENTS.—Two small semi-circles drawn ar nd the ends of the 


lines which outline the ball in the lower right corner 

Ten Cents.—A smal! colored semi-circle in 1 white ball which 
terminates the right hand end of the panel inscribed “ STAGE.” 

TWEI I CENT - The two white balls of the ie ~ -—" is” h ive been 
cut away 1 ntil they are nearly crescent shaped. 

FIFTEEN CENTs.—lIn the triangle in the upper left corner, two lines at 

" ; ; . 9 

the lower angle have been deepened and form a sort of 

Twi \ { ( Che star at the ext rig t ni-circle 
ubove the medalli s have been much deepene: two others slight- 
iV sO 

THIRTY CENTS.—N cret mark has been dist d on thi vaiue, 
though the engraver who added the marks to the « tamps positive 
that the thirty cents wv i] treated. 

NINETY CENTS.—FI\ nes of the star in the upper right corner have 


been deepened. 

The Continental Bank Note Co. did not make new plates for the twenty- 
four, thirty and ninety cent stamps. They did not print any stamps of these 
values before the year 1874 and then felt themselves safe in using the plates 
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of the National Bank Note Co. For these reasons we do not find anv se 
marks on the stamps of these three values which were printed by the first 
named company. They may only be distinguished by differences in the 
shades, paper and gum. Our knowledge of the secret marks is obtained fr 
proof impressions from the altered dies. 

Except for the addition of the secret marks the designs of the stam 
the 1873 series are the same as those issued in 1870, The sizeis, of course, 
unchanged. 


A circular issued by the Third Assistant Postmaster Gener ( 
June 21st, 1875, announced the reduction of the rate of postage to five « 
to those countries which had united in the Universal Postal Union and t 
preparation of a stamp of that value. It may be interesting to know whi 
countries constituted the Union at its inception. The treaty was signed 


Berne on Oct. oth, 1874, by delegates from the following countri 
Germany, Austria, Hungary, Belgium, Denmark (including Iceland 

the Faroe islands), Egypt, Spain (including the Balaeric isles. the Canary 

islands, the Spanish possessions on the northern coast ot Afric: 





postal establishments of Spain on the western coast of Morocco), G1 
Britain (including the island of Malta), Greece, Italy, Li burg, Nor 
Netherlands, Portugal (including Madeira and the Azores), Roumania. } 
(including the Grand Duchy of Finland), Servia, Sweden, Switzerlanc 
Turkey and the United States. Subsequently this treaty was duly approv 
and ratified by the governments of each of these cour tries nd ‘Ot ts 
ratification were exchanged at Berne on May 3rd, 1875. At that date ] 
also gave its adhesion to the treaty, with certain reservations, e | ( 
of which was that the treaty should not enter into effect, so far as France 
concerned, until Jan. ist, 1876, For the other countries the tre 
effect on July 1st, 1875. 

The above-mentioned circular further stated : 

‘* The changes in foreign postages will render unnecessary the further ft 2 
and 24 cent stamps and stamped envelopes, and they will accordingly be dis 

In order to avoid the liability to mistake caused by the near similarity color betweer 
the two and ten cent stamp, the former will in future be printed in vermilion, the or ¢ 
the discontinued seven cent stamp.’, 

The stock of the discontinued values was ordered to be used 
as possible. These changes were to take effect on July 1st, 1875 

Mr. Tiffany gives the date of issue of the five cent stamp as Oct 
1875, but this is evidently incorrect. As wili be seen, on a subs ent 
in the tables of stamps issued to deputy postmasters, 363,180 of this 
were issued in the quater ending June g3oth, 1875. Andin the Ami 
JOURNAL OF PHILATELY for June 20th, 1875 (page 90) we find th 
illustrated and described as “come to hand.” ‘he report of the Post 
General, dated Nov. 15th, 1875, says: “To meet the new letter 
foreign postage under the treaty of Berne, postage stam] denomina 
tion of five cents began to be issued on the 2ist of June last This state 
ment is apparently based on the circular previously quoted, and may 
be absolutely correct. ‘The stamp was probably issued between the 1st! ( 


30th of June, 1875. 
The description of the stamp is as follows : 


Five Cents,(Taylor).—Tablet, legend, and denomination areof a style 
very similar to the 10 cent stamp. The portrait of Gen. Zachary Taylor is 
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the only full face in the series. The dress is an open 
military coat within which appear the neck stock and his 
Size, 20x25 mm. 


louble-breasted 


{ 
: ; 
h white collar. 


This stamp was supplied to the contractors by the Bureau of En- 
graving and Printing y whom the vignette had been used on the six 
ounce tobacco stamp of the series of Io7I. In confermity with the rest of 
the series the vignette was placed in a medallion rrounded by devices 
identical with those on the ten cent stamp. The head was too large for the 
medallion and the result was incongruous 

The year covered by 1 contracts of tne G tir nt B nk Note Co 
were prolific of designs and patents intended to pr and re 
ise Of postage stamps Some of these*ideas were give1 { \ otners 
upparently did not get beyond the preparatory stage. 

The majority of collectors are probably not aware, that t Company 
made use of the gril ly pit f the admitted f vher 
used by their predecessors, they experimented with led elves 
with the necessary machinery and applied the process to a few tl ind 
stamps. The correctness of this statement dfor by t ['reasurer 
of the company, the Superintendent of the stamp department, 1 itentes 

f the process and the man who made the grill roller In t collection of a 
New York amateur is an impression from the rolls heet « lite paper 
the size of a sheet of stamps. There are also in two New York collections, 
a very few copies of the grilled stamps. The grill is small and very clearly 
impressed. It measures 74%4x9% mm, or 10xt2 rov f points The grills 
are placed 14 mm. apart horizontally and 18 mm. vertically. The bosses, 
instead of being perfect pyramids, as on previous grills, are not brought to a 
point but have the top truncated. Thus the impressions have the appearance 


Of a group of tiny rectangles instead of crosses. 
What is known as the Fletcher or cog-wheel grill—patent 91,108, issued 

to C. A. Fletcher, June 8th, 1869—was applied to the three cent stamp of 

this series. It is produced by eight punches, shaped like the letter u and 


placed in a circle with tl 


1e¢ 





openings inward. These cut through the stamp 





i 5 
but do not remove anything. The appearance ts suggestive of wheel with 
cogs. The es pec tation was that, once attached to er | pe, 1t W ld be 
impossible to remove the stamp without destroying it. [i is mentioned here 


because recognition as a stamp has been claimed for it, on the strength of used 


copies, but they are probably the result of accident or compiaisance, 
sed : 


he stamps of the 1873 series were also printed on various papers which 
had been chemically treated. They are known on yellow-brew1 nd violet 


papers, the latter both wove and laid, The paper being sensitive to chemicals, 
any attempt to remove the cancellation would at once hecome evident 
Postmarked copies are known but the same remarks will apply to similar 
copies of the Fletcher gril 

New York, for stamps printed on double paper. This consisted of a very 
thin surface paper, on which the design was printed, backed by a thicker 
and firmer paper. The former would be destroyed by any attempt to clean 
the stamp. This patent was quite extensively used at one time, as will be 


On Feb, 16th, 1869, patent 86,952 was issued to Charle F, Steel of 


seen by the following extract from the Coin and Stamp Journal for Jan. 1877 
(page 4): 


It is not generally known, and will be news to our collectors, that about a year ago 
20,000,000 stamps were issued to the public, printed on double papet Ch ipper portion 
receiving the impression was soft and porous and it was supposed that any attempt to clean 
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off the cancelling mark would render the impressed portion perfectly pulpy and thus effect 
ally destroy it. The stamps did not meet with much favor and the plan was aban 





These stamps seen to have been lost sight of until about a year agi 
when search was made and a number of values discovered. ‘lhe catalogues 
present quite an extensive list but it is doubtful if all these values were really 
printed on the double paper. Many stamps on the soft porous paper used 
by the American Bank Note Co. are not difficult to split and might be mis- 
taken for those on the double paper. But experienced collectors can usually 
tell the difference. As a rule, when an attempt is made to split the stamps 
of the American Bank Note Ce., they do not separate smoothly for their 
entire length but the paper divides unevenly and the attempt results in tear- 
ing off a piece of the stamp. On the contrary, those which are really on the 
double paper will separate easily and evenly throughout and with very slight 
resistence. Occasionally these stamps may be separated by soaking them in 
water, There was apparently only one printing and the collector who be 
comes familiar with the shades of the inks used can always tell the stamps by 
that means. 

A somewhat similar patent was issued to the same patentee. It is des- 
cribed in the application as follows : 





169,125. (Filed March 15th, 1875). 
CHARLES F, S1 EEL, 
New York, New York, 


70 all whom it may concern : 


Be it known thatI, Charles F. Steel, Superintendent of the manufacture of postage 
stamps for the Continental Bank Note Company, in New York City, in the State of Nev 
York, have invented certain improvements relating to postage stamys of which the following 
is a specification : 

Many efforts have been made by myself and others to produce a practically successful 


postage stamp, from which the cancelling ink cannot be removed to allow of their fraudulent 
re-use. My present invention is for that purpose. 
I take a soft unsized paper, analogous to blotting paper, quite softaud absorbent. Hav 





ing printed the face from the properly engraved plates, and allowed the ink thereon to dry p1 

perly, I treat the back with a solution ot starch of just a proper consistency, having the effect 
both to lay a thin coating or covering on the back surface, and also to fill the interstices be- 
tween the fibers in the paper, so as to give the back surface of the paper a firmer character 
than the front. Then, afte: flattening in a press, I apply British gum or other adhesive 
layer on the back of the starch layer, ahd, having again pressed the sheet of stamps, they 
are ready for shipment and use like ordinary stamps. My improved stamp is cheaper t 
produce than the double thickness stamp described in my patent of 1869 (No. 86,952) while 
it possesses in a great degree the same desirable qualities. The soft face will readily ab- 


sorb the cancelling ink, and will be soaked and washed away on any attempt to remove the 
latter. 

This soft body paper should be of such a character, as tobe removed and destroye« 
by a moderate friction atter being wetted, care being taken to avoid employing so extremely 
soft a paper as will become destroyed by ordinary unskillful manipulation in affixing th¢ 
stamp. . What is called in the trade ‘‘ water leaf’’ paper will suffice. 

The layer of starch should be of such consistency as to strike a little, but only a lit le 
into the thickness of the paper. The qualities of the soft body induce less disposition in th¢ 
stamp to curl when moistened and applied on a letter, there is also less disposition to cur 
after the gumming, in the process of manufacture. Less care is required in the subsequent 
pressing and preparation, in the handling and shipment. A thinner and lighter paper may 
beemployed. I claim as my invention—A Postage or Revenue stamp formed wholly of 
water-leaf or other soft and absorbent paper, provided on the back with a filling coating of 
starch or analogous material, and a superposed coating of ordinary gum, substantially as 
and for the purpose set forth. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand on this 13th day of March, 1875 
in the presence of two subscribing witnesses. 

CHAS. F. STEEL. 
Witnesses: Wm. C. Dey, M. A. VAN NAMEE. 
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Stamps made according to this patent are occasionally seer Postally 
cancelled copies have not been reported t all, so far : ve know I I 
celled w I marks. They are, presumal ynly essays, 
The paper ed by the Continental Bank Note Co. varied gt ly Che 
majority of t ps are on a stiff, hard eI rving fro! te thir 
moderately t | A few ies have bee een vi I mi-tr 
parent, almost pelure paper. At some time during the second « 


company, 1877 to 1881, r was introduced w ew sem! 


American | Note (¢ ch took e | it ' ( btw and 
Bank Note ¢ i yan t thir k, sof . 7 . 
the satiic¢ iS { a te! conso d t t or fr ' It i 
practically e t tinguisl rint 





cent py y-¢ ( £ 

[n addition to these papers and the double paper, pre isly mentioned 
there was a thick hard paper with vertical or horizontal ribbing It must be 
admitted that the latter is not an extremely interesting variety but, possibly 
because some values are difficult to find on this pape in ot h ttracted the 
attention of philatelists and attained a place in the catalogus Many of the 


departmental stamps are te common on ribbed paper and n the con- 
trary, some of the regular issue are scarce Strange to say most philatelist 
nay very little attention to the former but seer ger to si re 1 tt 

Mr. Crawford Capen says in the Post Office for Feb., 1897 (page 151) 





s } f y . + + kana " y sins ; , + . 
“The first us pape lls KING was id I } I 5 use i 
1874 and the final ust te in 1875 or possibly riy in 1876 el 
ta | ee !0ClUl— na cs . ted ¢ 
Ol snadces VU Lil ui if { ids ¢ aaa ¥< y A i s y ai’ A 
Warrant the conciusion t tt tamps repr I I I { t é 
tended period of distr t 
Stam on this 1 nine vy to dictir ‘ ¢ 
ac ( aegr I \ { r ¢ I \ i 
point l ( | n¢ ot ( ( nec T | 
pression if I \( en gi I By th 
natiitias on ‘ } } . rt ’ ‘ ‘ ‘ 
qual ty an¢ Cir ¢ I Gj € a 
stam 5 on i | I VV I T ? T M T 7 Y , ; + r 
} + ‘ + + ’ 
stamps no! I } ey< I 01 gl ng ' li 
I 
ly be detected : tis vertic n 1 t r 


+ Ay | ] ++ ¥ + 
cept ns vi ( im as wt ng t y na 
} » +} " y ¢ t 
watcning I L ( A iif Cal CK Vy t it < 
} ' 
{2 y ’ ? ? re ? ’ y 
nne corrugations, Du y Is m ilk a |] I 





ribs, ut t y re { tne! I 1 are only ¢ t Wire-wWwOve 
yaper. Some t rtment stamps, espec t t D rtmer 
ot J istice, show in sround of tl med vert l line 

very like ribs. I not the real thing t are caused by the 


fibres of the cloths, used in wiping the plates, which draw theink into slight 
ridges, 

Che gum is yellowish or brownish ; on a very few specimens it is almost 
white. 
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The stamps are found in the following shades and varieties : 
Perforated 12. 
White Wove Paper. 


May 1st, 1873. 1 cent pale ultramarine, ultramarine, deep ult 
pale dull blue, dull blue, chalky blue, pale gt 

ue, gray-blue, sky blue, bright blue. 

2 cents red-brown, deep red brown, orang >| 

rown, dark brown, black-brown, gr: 


yistre-brown. 
} 


3 cents bright yellow-green, pale yellow-green, 
green, deep yellow green, green, dark 

blue-green, dark blue-green, 

dull green, dull green, dark d 
green. 

6 cents dull rose, brown-rose. 


7 cents vermilion, scarlet-vermilion 


10 cents pale brown, brown, dark brown, cl 
pale yellow-brown, yellow-brow1 
brown, red-brown, pale gray-brow! 
brown. 


] ‘ 


ll violet, deep violet, black-vi 
15 cents pale orange, orange, red-orang 


} 


12 cents du 


} 


24 cents bluish-purple, deep bluish pur] 
30 cents gray-black, greenish-black. 
go cents pale rose-carmine, rose-carmin 


2 cents orange-vermilion, vermilion, scarlet 
deep scarlet-vermilion. 
5 cents blue, dark blue, greenish-blue, deep greet 


11. 
pbiue 


Varieties : 


scarlet-vermilion. Imperforate 
dull 


3 cents green. Imperforate. 
3 cents gray-green. Horizontal pair, imperf« 
tween. 

10 cents brown. Horizontal pair, imperfor 

1 cent pale ultramarine. With grill 74x 

2 cents dark brown 7 i 

3 cents green ot : 

6 cents dull rose B 

7 cents vermilion i = 

12 cents dull violet 7 a 
«“ 


15 cents pale orange 
Horizontally or Vertically Ribbed Paper 

1873-76 1 cent pale ultramarine, ultramarine, gray-blue lull 
blue, sky blue 

cents red brown, orange-brown, dark orange-brown 
pale brown, brown 

3 cents yellow-green, dark yellow-green, green, dark 
green, pale blue-green 

cents dull rose, brown-rose 


NS 


nN 
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7 cents vermilion 

10 cents pale brown, brown 

12 cents black-violet 

15 cents deep orange, red-orang 


> 


24 cents bluish purple (?) 
ray 


Ss rose-carmine (?) 


of 


: | 
cents -black 


o cent 
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> cents vermilion 
s cents dark blue 
Double Pape: 
1876 1 cent dark ultramarine 
2 cents dark brown 
; cents green, dark green, pale b 
0 « rose 
10 cents brown 
30 cents gray-black 
2 cents scarlet-vermilion 
s cents dark blue 
The twenty-four and ninety cents have been reported ribbed paper, 
but, until the mation is confirmed by acknowledged experts, it seems 
best not to give full credit to the report. 
The plates of the 1873-75 issue contained two hundred stamps eacl 
‘he impressions were divided vertically through the middle into sheets of 
one hundred stamps. The imprint appears at the middle of the top and 
bottom of each half of the plat It is very much like the second style used 
by the National Bank Note Co. and reads “ PRINTED BY THE—~CONTINENTAI 
BANK-NOTE CO. NEW Y , In two lines of white capital n inel with 
pearled edges and surrounded by a thin colored line. Between each imprint 
ind the central dividing line appear “ Mo” and the plate number. Some of 


the numbers are large 


ire ordir 


ipt numerals, engraved by 


iry numerals, inserted with punches. 


The plate numbers 


are 


cents brown No. 2, 3, 4, 6, 161, 
166, 167, 168, 169, 234, 241 


ents, No 


If, I 





1 
nem 


, 127 , 142, 
158, 159, 160, 181, 
, 300, 301, 307 
162, 162, 164, 165 
242 
{ IS 17 I9Q, 20, 
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6 cents No. 18, 21, 304, 305. 
7 cents No. 22. 
rocents No. 23, 25, 302, 303. 
12 cents No. 24, 137. 
15 cents No. 31. 
2 cents, vermilion. No, 161, 162, 163, 164, 165, 
167, 168, 169, 234, 241, 242, 245, 246, 296, 29 
scents No. 243, 244, 247, 248, 284, 306. 
The only plate numbers which have been found for the stamps on ribbe 
paper are : 
7 cents No. 22 
15 cents No. 31 


Much has been written concerning the use of hand and steam pres 
by the Continental Bank Note Co. It is certain that we find among t 
work of this company many poorly printed stamps which some have claimed 
are the product of steam presses. Among the stamps of this period we find 


many copies of what are known as “ plain frames,” z. ¢. stamps on whi 

outer part of the design is very faint and occasionally has almost disap] 

ed. This is the only issue in which they are so numerous as to atta 
attention. It is more probable that they are due to poor workmanship and 
worn plates than to any fault of the presses, since many of these infer 
stamps are of values which have always been printed by hand. 

The facts, however, are these. During the time of its contracts with the 
Government the Continental Bank Note Co. was located in the Ball and 
Black building, at the corner of Broadway and Prince St., New York. At 
this place they had nineteen hand presses and here most of the stamps wer: 


i 


produced. The company had also an office in Greenwich St., where tl 


had a steam press on which two plates could be used at one time. On this 
press were printed one, two and three cent stamps of the regular issue and 
two and three cent stamps of the Post Office Department. 

These are the only values which the company printed by steam. TI 
press was used during the years 1873 to 1876, though not constantly. At one 
time it was stopped for a year. For the Post Office Department 578,500 tw 
cent and 480,000 three cent stamps were printed. Many millions wer 


printed of the three values of the segular issue. 
The following plates were used on the steam press : 


1 cent No. 156, 157, 182. 

2cents No.166, 169, 246. 

3 cents No. 129, 130, 131, 132, 133, 170, I71, 172 
173, 174, 175, 70, 100, 157, 193 


2cents P.O. Dept. No. 37, 38. 
3 cents No. 36, 40. 

The contracts from 1877 to 1885 stipulated that only hand presse 
should be used. It was not until the contract beginning July ist, 188s, tl 
printing by steam presses was required and then only for the lower values 

The records of the contractors show the following quantities of stamps 
to have been printed and delivered to the Stamp Agent: 

YEAR ENDING DEC. 3rst. 
1873 1874 1875 1876 Potal 
I cent 59,355,000 117,930,000 122,947,500 148,067,500 448,300,000 
2 cents 39,013,000 58,206,550 87,392,500 68,505,000 253,117,050 


nui GW 


7 


1o 
I2 
15 
24 
30 
go 


t 
of the. twenty-four, t 


cents 248;132,500 
cents 


cents 6,177,50¢ 
cents 555,500 
cents 3,315,5¢ 

cents 1,000,000 
cents 1,344,500 
cents TEEET TT 
COMER = tcc ccves 
COMTS -cecvccecs 


This table 


Note Co. 


cocccese 9,550,000 5»420,00 
17,059,000 7:955,00¢ 0,030,000 
1,370,000 1,130,000 : 
3,795,000 5,147,500 9,220, 
1,175,000 750,000 »aee 
eeceesece 705,c00 952,50 
pesos SOG BES cece tues 
590,000 10,000 192,500 
197,000 10,0¢ eccceces . 
definitely the much discussed question of 
irty and ninety cent stamps by the Cor 


The author regrets that he is unable at present to s 
the records of the contractors later than the year 1876 |} 
tain further information before these articles are published 
form. 

The annual reports of the Postmaster General pI 


statistics of stamps distributed to deputy postmasters : 


awn 


Cnt 
OC 


Stamps issued during the fiscal 


Sept. 30, 1573. 
cent 21,545,000 
cents 11,305,050 
cents 106,718,300 


cents 953,950 
cents 229,70 
cents 632,490 
cents 316,475 
cents 495,140 
cents 54,125 
cents 7420 
cents 10,050 
Whole number ¢ 


N 
pA 
a 
7 


Se pt l 74 
cent 28,373,200 
cents 13,728,800 
cents 109,835,800 
cents ee 
cents 2,801,650 
cents 349,800 
cents ©99,55° 
cents 257,550 
cents 113,760 
cents 86,525 
cents 108,830 
cents 20,090 


Whole number of 


ssued during the fiscal 


] 
o 4 ) 


QUARTER ENDING 


D : M 87 
25,041,700 31,548,400 32,338,20C 
17,247,600 14,089,500 16,790,100 
108,041,600 115,068,100 111,708 

2,636,550 35394,050 3,01 4,30¢ 
231,100 413,700 351,3 
627,010 1,028,360 1,183,57 
251,05 330,525 379,375 
324,100 65,700 49,1 
86,675 102,500 75 
126,130 100,040 

17,980 17,040 18,27 
stamps 632,733,420. Value $17,275,24 


year ending Jt 


QUARTER ENDING 
1, 1874. Mi: 31, 1875. 
34,206,700 38,451,300 29,921,1 
15,808,500 17,883,100 21,982,8 
116,605,000 115,961,600 115,932;5 
wYY?rrs oo a sbstes Bae ° 26%,1 
2,750,700 3,197,400 2,592,45 
425,700 415,000 381,400 
1,043,230 1,081,780 1,435,69¢ 
310,000 334,500 416,175 
107,960 212,400 199, 2' 


355175 44,525 105,55° 


74,020 51,170 102,890 
8,710 9,200 7,650 


stamps 682,342,470. 


year ending June 3oth, 187 


187 
901,303,500 
15,300,000 
35,3 1,50c 
2,058,500 
21,401,000 
2,925,00°¢ 
3,062,006 
375,00 
792,50¢ 
207,000 


ental Bank 
g s fro 
} 
ermanent 
T 
I ot 
111,073,900 


60,092,250 
1,530,000 


I 1,998,550 


+ 


1,225,600 
3,°71,43°¢ 
1,304,725 
954,040 
285,375 
320,400 
3,97¢ 

l 
130,952,300 


09,413,200 
461,325,50¢ 
363,150 
11,648,200 
1,571,900 


1,320,225 
933,3°° 
2715775 


Value $18,271,479.00 
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Stamps issued during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1876. 


QUARTER ENDING 


Sept. 30, 1875. D 31, 1875. March. 31, 1876. June 30, 157 
1 cent 25,036,600 30,909,700 33,427,300 35,853,200 125 ,3C 
2-cents 16,647,000 19,696,200 19,934,400 18,280,000 74,557,00 
3 cents 112,466,600 120,030,400 120,640,200 121,529,00 474,666, 20 
5 cents 3,241,620 2,022,420 2,510,860 2,123.400 9.9 c 
6 cents 394.550 1,950,200 11830 goo 1,949,850 7,125,509 
ro cents »243,620 1,188,910 1,970,530 1,595,070 5,998,73°¢ 
15 cents 131,320 263,840 331,860 215,14 ¥42,16¢ 
30 cents 40,460 119,260 100,040 89,6380 349,44 
go cents 4,100 6,980 9,380 2,900 22,260 
Whole number of stamps 698,799,090. Value $18,773,454.00 
Stamps issued during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1877. 
JUARTER ENDING 
Sept. 31, 18706. lec, 31, 1876. M 31, 1877. J 57° 
1 cent 25,520,800 380,800 41,494,000 40,070,000 141,495 ? 
2 cents 10,459,500 10,211,300 19,070,900 17,921,105 09,992,905 
3 cents 111,583,700 112,827,900 116,530,000 115,192,309 45°,133,9 
5 cents 1,931,480 1,965,440 2,499,240 2,313, 712,7' 
6 cents 1,419,400 1,213 800 1,747,700 1,558,15 §:939,05 
ro cents =: 1,351,580 1,397,560 1,912,260 1,793.04¢ 6,454.4 
15 cents 171,720 I 30,000 289,500 229,420 820,04 
30 cents 64,620 58.52 114,450 90,180 37,77¢ 
go cents 3,680 19,000 1380 2,660 22.66¢ 
Whole number of stamps 689,580,670. Value $18,181 ,676.00. 
Stamps issued during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1878. 
QUARTER ENDING 
Sept. 30, 1877. | 31, 1877. March 31, 1878. Jur », 1875 
1 cent 34,402,700 13,103,600 45,931,400 0,290,700 63,734,40°¢ 
2 cents 15,542,400 16,756,500 20,093,000 17,993,00 70,366,5 
3 cents 115.943,700 118,525,600 130,316,300 118,542,900 453,325,500 
5 cents 1,968,780 2,247,640 2,961,640 2,656,04 9,534,1 
6 cents 1,523,350 1,206,200 1,727,500 I1,419.500 5,939.55 
Io cents 1,651,880 1,613,860 2,444,470 2,145,270 73955549 
I5 cents 183,240 233,020 360,640 193,700 70,600 
30 cents 65,600 105,010 180,850 60,500 $11,960 
go cents 12,040 2,960 4,150 4,700 23,85¢ 
Whole number of stamps 742,461,940. Value $19,468,618.00 
Stamps issued during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1879. 
QUARTER ENDING 
Sept. 30, 1878. Dec, 31, 1878. March. 31, 1879. June 30, 187 
I cent 36,379,400 47,287,000 48,958,600 47,405,400 180,030,400 
2 cents 15,820,600 18,654,800 21,576,300 18,309,900 74,383,600 
2 
3 cents 115,967,700 122,577,100 129,675,600 125,633,600 493,854,000 
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5 cents 2,143,860 a; 


3755320 3,135,500 2,545,04 10,203,6 
6 cents 1,382,600 1,430,000 1,656,200 1,254 9753949 
1o cents 1,767,690 2,065,890 2,615,130 2;274,380 8,723.09 
15 cents 200,660 239,100 352,040 178,5 1,000, 36 
30 cents 71,180 97,240 128,170 2,35 388,940 
90 cents 4,920 5,500 6,27¢ 1,58 1,37 
Whole number of stamps 774,358,780. Value $20,117,259.00 


After Feb. 4th, 1879, when the a ental Bank Note Co. was col 
solidated with the American Bank Note si latter assumed and col 





pleted the contract held by the former company. T!1 distributed ir 
the last two quarters of the fiscal year epding June zoth, 1879, are doubtless, 
many of them, the product of the American Bank Note Co., but { 
possible to separate the stamps of the two companies in 
and the report of the Postmaster General must be tak 

Note.—It is the wish of the author to secure for this work the test ss curacy 
and completeness As an assistance to this end he requests ilate to cal s attent 
to any errors or corrections to be made in dates and to any varieties w nay omitted 
from the lists. In idition to this the publishers will greatly appreciate th« van of any copies 
of the I re and Brattleboro stamps and of Carriers of ty C4, C2 29 and 
(58th edition of the Standard Catalog in order that illustrations of nany ty] ‘ 
ble may be secure The loan of stamps of the current issue on blued pa is also 1 est 
ed. For which favors thanks are tendered in advance. 

(Zo be continued. ) 


NCt KU A J fokR 
aa DF < r ‘ | r 
ENFIRES IME DEL | ‘Esai x 


(Continued from page 148.) 
OFFICIAL Ca 
In a treatise on the Belgian postal entires, a history of the offi card 
issued by this administration naturally finds its place ; moreover, tl 
tion in collections of entires is clearly marked, for, bein d rtail 


communications between officials and the public, the vari dev: m 
and changes which eg y have undergone are not without interest t 
By a royal order of May 24th, 1876, reproduced below, t d 

1 franking privil 





of the government enjoying posta 
sue official correspondence cards 
‘Postal franking. Leé d II, King of the Belgians 


; 

“ To all present and to « e—Greeting. 

“ Considering Art. 7 royal ord On : Q c 
ing the form under which ad trative correspon: ( ting wit] 
paying postage, is to be presented ; 

** Considering Art. 15 of the same order which prescrib their 
sentation in general at the post offices in order to enjoy immunity from pay 


ments of postage ; 
“On the proposition of our Minister of Public Works, 
“We have ordered and do order! 
‘Art. 1. Ordinary administrative correspondence circulating under 
wrappers may be sent in the form of postal cards on condition that these 
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cards be of the size and thickness of the ordinary postal cards and that one of 
the sides be reserved exclusively for the address and the counter-signature. 
“Art. 2. Admiriistrative correspondence cards may be deposited in 
letter boxes. 
“Art. 3. The provisions of the above mentioned order of October 
1854, which are not contrary to the present one and which are mate 
applicable to administrative correspondence cards, are extended to them 


+; f +hea 


‘Our Minister of Public Works is charged with the executio1 


: 
20th, 
rially 


present order. 

“Given at Brussels this 24th day of March, 1876. 

" LE 

‘“* By the King, 

‘*'The Minister of Public Works, 
“A. BEERNAERT 

In consequence of this order, the Minister of Public Works, with a view 
to simplifying certain relations, by an order dated February 16th, 1877, cre- 
ated for the use of the Postal and Telegraph Departments an official single 
correspondence card (Series A, No. 4) and an official double postal card 
(Series A, No. 4bis) and had all the offices supplied with them. 

These cards, intended exclusively for administrative correspondence 
from the postal and telegraph departments, were to be used only for brie 
communications which were not at all of a confidential nature and the open 
circulation of which would not be attended with any inconvenience. It was 
forbidden to attach anything to them and, to avoid abuses in the use of 
them, it was recommended that they should not be substituted for the notes 
which the offices exchanged among themselves. Finally, their use outside 
of adfninistrative relations was strictly prohibited; these relations might be 
extended to the public when the franking regulations authorized this 

The first official correspondence cards, which we illustrate herewith, 
measured gox130 mm. 





Muvsténe pes TRAVAUX PuBLics No de l'Indicateur. 
MNIOILHE &b Bwana AVA LUDLIVG : 
aoumvisrraTion —- Cartescorrespondance de service. 
PosTes ET TELEGRAPHES 
\\ \; . 
| aS a 
\ a, tal $ Rego 
Sy 
\ 
a 
> tt 
te \ lew / 
%, \ — t 
e\ 
XN 


X 


\ 


Les cartes-correspondance de serv, ne sont ralab. que dans les limites ot aux condit. fixées par le hag, gén, des franch. et contre-seings 
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They were printed at the stamp factory at Malines, insheets comprisi 
30 single cards or 15 double cards (reply); the impression was in black on 
white paper. 


As will be seen by the illustration given above, in addition to the arms 








of the kingdom, the address and the counter-signature, the obverse of t 
card might bear in its upper right corner a reference number under which 
the correspondence is entered in the indicator or mem: m Also. in 
places reserved for the purpose, impressions of the departure and arrival 
date stamps were to be applied. As inthe ordinary correspondence cards, 
the reverse was reserved exclusively for the communication In the dia 
ynal inscriptior long the right border of the reply card. we d. it 
addition to the No. 4gbis (without which the card not ible), the 
number of th order whi thorized the printing ot it “ st yeal 
of issue. By means of tl points and the statisti f v hic 
has been collec ted year by ir it has been | ssible t detert I ppr 
mately the number of printings or issues of official postal card 

From 1877 to 1897, that is to say, during a period of twenty years, ther 
were ten d rent issues n l y the Post ind lelegr I Ad ! trat 
The alterations made i ese printings are for the most rt unin 
portant. 7 only, 1 de in the printings of 1884, 1885 and 1889 
deserve spec vention, for certain way they mark t ( f rt- 
nt decisions arrived at by tl department 

Issue of 1884. 

This issue differs from t rst in that the words “ Carte } { ure 
substit ited for “* ¢ rte corres ndan« The two cir s intended rr the 
date stamps re e! rged by I mm.; turt rmore, on the right b rder, 
ifter t series number, tl rds “Poste et 7 or S ee! 
dded in parenthesis,to show that the new ty could | yyed rt} 
these departments in their official communications 

Issue of 1885 

The size of this ty | n eniarg¢ d. ng ( ] rom 
128x88 mm. to 127x95 For the ck ter t ‘ Carte 
postale de service’’ thinner and smaller letters have been substituted. It 
will be observed, moreover, that in consequence of the change made in the 
title of the ministerial department the insc1 : 4 ft of tl heading 





has also been change 
Télégraphes,”’ insteac 


on the card of the preceding Iss1 





; 
nd Telegraph Administratio1 ving d into tw 
s, the cards were used only by the forn ( y, the 
stes et |] hes,” printed ont right I [ der, was 
the 1 g riptions were transferred to 1 More 
I ript \ nistration Poste l n the 
i iding, that ‘Ad ( des Poste was bstit 1, ni nder it 


v n 
creation of t C ' > 1 e whit Satin-ti 1S d I er. rmarked 
} } D f . f ‘ } } 1 . 
with the lar Belgian « was definitely adopted for the ting of 
the offici Stal Cards ; 1 re, O1 ( card of nd t f Owil 
issues some tragment ot! 1 I rk V be found 
Ch ra | + y ‘ B lov " } . 
ne ol postal ¢ a ¢ eligial rvice } ing ¢ peen 


sent to persons outside of the administration 
telegraph services, with communications of but little importance, it is easy 
to understand that collectors ive got hold of them and ve gi 
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place in their albums. We will say, however, that these entires, especially 
those of the first issues, are pretty rare at the present time. As most 
catalogues do not mention them, we give in the following table the prices*at 
which they can be purchased in Belgium at most large stamp dealers : 


} 
Date of issue. Unused cards, Cancelled cards 

1877 Fr. 2.00 Fr. 3.50 
1884 1.50 2.25 
1885 1.00 1.5 
1887 0.75 1.0 
1889 1.50 2.25 
1891 0.50 0.75 ' 
1893 0 25 0.40 
1894 0.40 0.60 
1895 0.25 0.5¢ 
1897 0.25 0.50 


(1) Following the example of the postal administration, the railway 
administration, on September 1st, 1877, adopted for the use of its va 
services a special correspondence card, the last issue of which ill 

here : 


MINISTERE DES CHEMINS DE FER, Postes ET TELEGRAPHES 








Ordres de service n®* 207 de 1803 


et 70 de 1897. N° de l'indicateur 


du 189 


CARTE-CORRESPONDANCE 
de service. 





This card, also printed in black on white paper with the coat of arm 
watermark, bears in the upper right corner of the obverse the printed stam] 


i 
} 


of the administration. Its use is limited to communications concerning th 
railway service which do not go by mail. However, the circulation of thi 
card by mail is authorized within the limits of the rules fixed by the tables 
of franking privileges, on condition that they be regularly countersigned 
and that the official sending the communication have the right to correspond 
with the addressee without payment of postage. 

Two years later, all the other public departments adopted the single and 
double postal cards for their communications; they also were printed in black 
on white paper without watermark, except those of the Savings Bank, for 
which yellow paper was used. 

On July 24th, 1893, a short time after the creation of the Sunday post- 
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age stamps, the Minister of Posts came to a decision by which correspond- 
ence cards sent free, with or without counter-signature, should not be de- 
livered on Sundays and legal holidays, unless they were prepaid with the 
special delivery rate. ‘They might, however, be called for at the post offices 
by the addressees, during the hours in which the offices were open to the 
public. 

To this rule, in order to satisfy the requirements of certain services, a 
few exceptions were allowed, but they were not extended tothe postal cards 
sent to private individuals by the administrations. For these it was necessary 
to have recourse to prepayment of the fixed rate of 25 centimes for special de- 
livery. In most cases, public officials made use of the 25 centimes blue of 
the current issue, after having torn off the Sunday slip. Sometimes, how- 
ever, cards were seen with the green telegraph stamp of 25 centimes, the 
use of which had just been authorized for special delivery shipments deposit- 
ed in the letter boxes 

The circulation of official special delivery cards is of little importance. 
The table below gives the approximate number since the mimisterial order 
just mentioned was put in force. 

Number of Official Special Delivery Postal Cards distributed. 


Ordinary Postal Cards, Postal ( wit ply | 
I p epa i t j P | ‘ 
y 25 25 : 
Post ta Tel graph Stam} Postag i Tel " 
1893 846 75 240 36 
1894 1750 112 370 7° 
1695 1975 84 415 95 
1896 2010 142 518 86 
1897 2812 169 503 105 
Totals 9393 582 2040 392 


By M. P. Cast Le. 


From Zhe London Philatelist. 

Doubt and difficulties have always enshrouded these ) stamps, the 5 
bani, 4/we, and the 5 bani, rose-red. The dates assigned in M. Moens’ Cata- 
logue for the normal varieties of the 10 bani, blue, are September, 1877, and 
for the 10 bani, rose-red, August, 1879. M. Moens, with his 
and foresight, believes in and duly chronicles the 5 bani, blue, error, and 
states that “the 5 bani, rose, presumed to be a similar error, is 
despite all pretence to the contrary.” Thi 


’ 191] . , 
ISUail accuracy 


in essay, 
his is in substantial accord with the 
general belief of the older collectors during the last twenty years, and included 
in the Philatelic articles of faith which I, among many other collectors of 
long standing, had duly embraced. I had always held that the 5 bani in the 
dullish blue was the only genuine error; that this stamp had been reprinted 
in a darker color; that the 5 bani, green, had been frequently chemically 
changed to blue; and that the 5 bani, rose or rose-red, generally met with in 


bygone days with “Annulato”’ diagonally impressed thereon, was at best but 


* Illustration numbered Fig. I. is a normal 5 bani stamp; Fiz. II. is an enlargement 
two single specimens of the 5 and 10, blue, and of the Fried! pair of sxto, blue; Fig. II 
sh ows the 5 and 10, rose, and the Fried! pair of 5x10, rose. 7 








194 AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY. 


an essay or an unissued variety. This belief has been disturbed of late years 
by the assertion of a contrary opinion in some quarters, and it is with a view 
to its reinstatement that I append the following notes, even if they disclose 
the fact that my eagerness in the exercising of acquisitive faculties has led 
me into being, for a while, deceived. It is the plain duty of all Philatelists 
to endeavor that their experience, gained by losses, should be detailed for the 
benefit of their fellow collectors, and it is also their duty to give due warning 
as to the quarters from which dangerous forgeries emanate. 

The illustrations accompanying this article are from dies prepared for 
and issued in the Deutsche Briefmarken Zeitung of January 13th last, for 
the reproduction of which I am indebted to the courtesy of Mr. H. Fraenkel, 
of Berlin, and Mr. H. Krétzsch, of Leipsic, the publisher of that journal. 
Their raison a’ tre is as follows. 

It is now about three years since that I purchased from Mr. Sigismund 
Friedl, of Vienna, the two vertical “pairs” of stamps depicted in the illus- 
tration. The “pair” of 5 bani, blue, 1 bought direct from Mr. Friedl, and 
the ‘‘pair” of 5 b., rose, from a brother collector in London to whom Mr. 
Friedl had sent it, and who passed it on to me as being outside the scope of 
his collecting. ‘The worn impression and the colors did not inspire me with 
confidence, and I had at the time some qualms as to making the purchases 
On a prima facie examination I did not discover enough to condemn them, 
and on the explicit assurance of Mr. Friedl 1 purchased the stamps. I may 
say here that at this time Mr. Friedl was in possession of a long-enjoyed reputa- 
tion as aconnoisseur of the stamps of the Orient, and was generally believed 
to be an old-established dealer of integrity and knowledge. So much so that 
many of the older collectors (myself included) have frequently submitted 
specimens of these Roumanian errors for him to expertise. Moreover, short- 
ly before this, as detailed by Mr. Fraenkel. a well-known Austrian Philatelist 
had published articles relating to a find of these errors, which includ: d speci- 
mens of the colors se /enan¢ with the normal variety, which he considered 
as undoubtedly genuine. Coming from such a hitherto unquestioned source, 
and under these circumstances, I did not therefore hesitate to acquire these 
stamps. In dealing with leading and recognized firms of undoubted stability, 
a collector frequently will take stamps that he would otherwise hesitate to 
acquire, as he knows that in the event of subsequent knowledge proving 
the stamps to be bad, they can always be returned. It is in acknowledgment 
for this confidence—and justly so—that Philatelists frequently prefer to deal 
with the leading firms, and perhaps to pay more for their specimens than if 
they bought them from other sources. 

In the early part of last year I mounted my Roumanian stamps, which 
had for years been reposing in a series of envelopes, and I then naturally 
very closely examined these two errors. I was dissatisfied with the color and 
impression of thes5b, blue. The former was far paler than my own un- 
doubted single specimen, and the impression was a worn and indistinct one 
that occurs but rarely in the ro bani, blue. At the same time it was so close 
in general appearance to these latter that I could not decide to reject it, but 
did not incorporate it with my collection. This Friedl pair and a like pair 
of normal specimens in my collection bear a close resemblance, and it will 
accentuate this when I state that the color of the impression—a pale dullish 
blue—is identical. 

With regard to the 5 bani, red, I felt on surer ground in declining to 
accept the stamp. In the first place the color was a pale rose and the im- 
pression worn, conditions which I could not find applying to any specimen 
of the 10 bani, rose, of August, 1879, of which this is generally presumed to 
be the error. Beyond this, however, was the important fact that Mr. Friedl’s 
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pair was perforated 114. I may here add an explanatory note ‘as to the impo- 
tance of this variation of the perforation, and perhaps the readiest methods 
of so doing is to give a résumé of the perforations of these issues, 
immediately following the well-known Paris-printed issues (1872, perf. 
14x13 %), and continuing the same design. I givethe arrangement followed 
in my own collection. 

OctoBeR, 1876. (a) Perf. 13% 


1%b, bronze-green 
5 “ olive-brown 
15 “ red-brown 
(4) Perf. 11. Small Holes. 
1%b., bronze-green 
“ 


5 olive-brown 
i 
5c blue (error) 
1o 6(*.:s«Coéblue 
15 “ red-brown 
30 6“* ~vermilion 


APRIL, 1876. (a) Perf. 13%. 
1%b., black 


10 6€6-=«srose 
(6) Perf. 11. Small Holes. 


1%b., black 


3 “ pale green 

5 “ bluish green 

5 “ deep rose, reddish rose (error) 
10 6“ pale rose to red-rose (shades) 
15 “ vermilion 

as «6 ™«=CDblue 

50 “ ochre 


(c) Perf. 11%. Large Holes 


bluish green 
10 warm rese to deep rose (shades) 


50 ochre 
(2) Perf. 11%4x13%. 


1%b., black 
5 ‘sé 


1%b., black 
10 “ pale rose (and 13%x11%.) 


The foregoing is a schedule of the perforations only, the shades not be- 
ing included, excepting in the case of the 5 and 10 bani, rose. The perfora- 
tion 11 consists of small and irregularly-placed holes, while that gauging 11% 
is composed of large and regular ones. These latter are evidently the pro- 
duct of a new machine, which would apparently seem to have been brought 
into use two or three years after the former. The significance of the fact 
that Mr. Friedl’s pair of 5 bani, rose, were perforated 11% will therefore be 
at once evident, asin the case of the 11% perforation the pale rose of the 
earlier issue (perf. 11)—which Mr. Fredl’s stamps endeavored to imitate— 
had entirely disappeared. 

During the course of the London Philatelic Exhibition of last summer, 
Mr. H. Fraenkel paid me a visit, and when inspecting my Roumanian stamps 
made a close examination of these ‘“‘errors,’’ the result of which was to 
strengthen the doubts that I assured himI felt thereon. At his request he 
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took the stamps away for further examination, and he has now published the 
results thereof in the German journal before named. Mr. Fraenkel’s renown 
as a most painstaking and shrewd Philatelist was already assured, but his 
exhaustive study of and article on these two stamps will assuredly add to his 
reputation. He has most thoroughly explored his extensive Philatelic library 
in order to collect all the previous references thereon, and therefrom has pre- 
sented conclusions that leave but little more to be said about these stamps. 
With his kind permission I reproduce the more important portions of his 
long and interesting article. After some initiatory remarks, as regard state- 
ments made by Herr von Horrak, who had promulgated the theory that 500 
specimens of the s5b., blue, had been issued, as to that gentleman’s belief in 
the authenticity of the 5b., red, and a reference to Mr. Duerst’s late work (as 
not having at all elucidated the question), Mr. Fraenkel gives a succinct 
list of all references to these stamps, from which I give the following ex- 
cerpts :— 

“It is very curious that the blue error is only mentioned for the first 
time in literature in September, 1879, in the Zimbre-Poste, page 75. At that 
time the issue of April 1, 1879, with altered colors—1o bani, carmine, had 
appeared. The 10 bani, blue, of the issue printed in Bucharest since No- 
vember, 1876, was already announced as blue in the Zimére-Poste of Octo- 
ber, 1877, page 74, and its changes in color, indigo, blue, and ultramarine, 
were there mentioned in January, 1878, page 1, and January, 1879, page 1. 
The error is here described as dark blue, as seen by Monsieur Moens in the 
block of 3, 10x5x10, used.” 

“In the report of the Société Francaise de Timbrologie, we find on page 
50 of vol. ii, that the Society was occupied with this stamp, at their session 
of the 17th of November, 1879. M. Schmidt de Wilde remarked, as to the 
issue printed in Bucharest, ‘that there had been reported in the 10 bani plate 
a five bani c/ich¢é which had been added by oversight.’ The report of the 
séance laconically says hereon: ‘ The fact demands verification.’ It was, 
however, at the same sitting agreed to sanction the Roumanian catalogue, 
which was then printed off. (See page 58 and following.) This catalogue 
contains on page 61 the remark: ‘Stamp with error 5 bani, blue (5 bani 
cliché wrongly introduced into the 1o bani plate).’ In opposition to this, the 
rose error, in the series of April 1, 1879, is still lacking, which thus until 
that time had remained quite unknown to all the great experts and collectors 
who at that time formed the Society, #¢, M.M. Rothschild, Legrand, 
Donatis, Ferrary, Schmidt de Wilde, and $0 on.” 

“ The alleged rose (or carmine or red) error at length appears in the 
Wiener Briefmarken Zeitung, September 1, 1880, 1-3. Herr Koch had re- 
ceived a whole set of stamps of similar ‘design’ to those in use hitherto, but 
of better work; these were 1% baniin 5 shades, 5 bani in 4 (the blue not 
included), 10 bani in 5, 25 bani in 2; whereat the editor slyly remarks; ‘The 
difference of the single values leads us almost to suppose that the whole 
series comprises only errors.”’ 


“er 


The errors were also once more discussed in the French Society on 
February 3rd, 1881 (Bud/letin, vol. ii., page 200), Mr. Campbell raising the 
question. After the usual explanation of the origin of the error, he said 
that the stamps which he had seen bore the Bucharest obliteration, but that 
with a magnifying glass parts.of the word ‘Annulato’ were to be seen under 
it; that this seemed to point out that the stamp had not really been in circula- 
tion, and that they had been obliterated in Bucharest ‘with intent to deceive.’ 
Dr. Legrand agreed to the possibility of the existence of the errors, but 
much desired to see the 5x10 bani se ¢emant/ At the sitting of March 3rd, - 
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page 209, etc., M. Schmidt de Wilde declared the existence of the blue error 
as certain, as he had seena pair 5x10 se ¢enant; that the Government had 
been, however, informed of it, and had immediately withdrawn the errors 
from circulation. He said that he considered the 5 bani, rose, as an essay. 
He believed that sheets had been printed in this color, and that the stamps 
had been perforated and sold to collectors as errors Dr. Legrand thereon 
considers the existence of the blue error as assured; and with reference to 
the 5 bani, rose, he inclines more favorably, after a comparison of the 5 bani, 
blue, and the 5 bani, rose, in his collection with a 10 bani, wherein a similar- 
ity of paper, color, and impression with those of the 1o bani is apparent. 
Both his specimens—blue and rose—bore parts of the word ‘Annulato’ but 
not the obliterating stamp of Bucharest, as did the Campbell copy. The 
obliteration ‘Annulato’ might probably be explained by the fact that this 
stamp had been placed upon the stamps as soon as the error had been dis- 
covered upon the sheets of the blue ro bani in stock, and before distributing 
the stamps, which later might have fallen into the hands of the postal officials 
to their pecuniary benefit. He considered it possible that the ro bani, rose, 
was already partly printed, but that the error was reported in time, the 
stamp eliminated from the sheet, and the c/ich¢é removed from the plate.” 

“From this date there is somewhat of a silence in Philatelic literature 
until the year 1893. In Moens’ Catalogue of 1892 the blue only is listed, 
the red being given as an essay. Finally two important works upon Rou- 
mania appeared ; the first by Herr von Horrak, in the Postwertzeichenkunde, 
1893, pp. 107, 121, 133, 147 ; the second a book on Roumania, by Herr 
Roggenstroh, beginning of 1894. Both of these authorities quoted the two 
errors. Horrak says of the rose: ‘The existence of the red error as an 
authentic postage stamp has been much called in question. The actual ap- 
pearance of the error, se ¢enant with a 10 bani stamp postmarked, assures me 
that it has been postally used,” 

“The latest work on the subject, #.¢., by Mr, Duerst in the PAzlate/ist, 
1897, as regards these two errors, mentions a new incident with regard to 
the ‘carmine-rose,’ namely, that the error has been reprinted in an entire 
sheet in rose, and that these reprints have been overprinted with the word 
‘ANNULATO, Of the many papers upon the d/we error, to which Mr. Duerst 
refers his readers without quoting them, I confess to but scant acquaint- 
ance.” 

“ According to Horrak (Postwertzeichenkunde, 1893, p. 147; 1895, Pp. 93), 
who presumably refers to official sources, 500 copies of this error were said 
to have been issued, the use of the plate being then discontinued until the 
change of color to 10 bani, rose, in 1879.” 

“ Herr von Horrak does not consider the well-known dark blue clean 
impressions as official, because his question on this point was answered by 
the G. P, O. of Roumania to the effect ‘that there were no reprints of the 5 
bani, blue, of 1879’; none the less, the same writer (on p. 23 of the Pw. of 
1895) calls the color of the reprints fainter than the ‘full blue’ of the original.” 

“Herr Roggenstroh mentions no reprints. Moens mentions, for the 
first time, in his Catalogue, seventh edition, the reprint of 1880. Dr. Kalchoff 
says in his well known little work (which had appeared in 1892, before the 
work of Horrak in 1893): ‘This error was officially reprinted in 1880 also in 
whole sheets’—a view supported by the English catalogues. M. Piet-Latau- 
drie (Zes Réimpressions, p. 63) says that the 5 bani was reprinted on entire 
sheets in 1880. Of the source he says nothing, but on the other hand des- 
cribes the color eg., the originals have arather dull blue (d/eu assez terne); 
the reprint is of an intense dark blue. The Catalogue for Advanced Cols 
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lectors quotes a reprint of 1880 on blue-green paper, perf. 11%. Mr. Duerst 
says that the Government at a later date (query when) reprinted whole 
sheets of the 5 bani in blue.” 

“Tf the existence of this error is accepted, doubt still occurs if it exists 
in more than one color. The first notices ( 7imbres Poste, Bulletin dela So- 
cidté Francaise) seem to me to have some weight towards showing that the 
error appeared at first dark d/ue only. If it really existed only in 500 sheets of 
the ro bani, it appears to me highly improbable that it should exist in another 
variety of color, Otherwise the ‘rather frequent’ appearance goes, accord- 
ingto Von Horrak, to prove that the number issued must have been much 
greater, in which case the possibility of different color would not be out of 
the question, as the 10 bani was printed blue in 1877, dark blue in 1878, and 
ultramarine 1879. Against this, however, we have the fact that the error is 
not known in ultramarine, that it was announced first ov/y in dark blue, and 
that the Roumanian sources of information only allude to an 1879 error. 
According to this, we should be led first to think of an error in the color of 
1878-79, z.¢., ultramarine; but as it does not occur in this color, the 1878 
dark blue may still be the right one, being probably printed in 1878, whilst 
not being issued till 1879. Thisis only conjecture, yet it seems to me from 
all this that only the one color “dark blue” is to be taken account of. This 
is the color also of the 5 bani which are at present in the ‘“‘Reichpost Museum,” 
and are in any case from an official source.” 

In calling attention to the illustrations (herewith reproduced) Mr. 
Fraenkel mentions the defective printing of the 1876 issue, which I have 
previously remarked on, and says that it has materially lessened the diffi- 
culties of the forgers, who are responsible for the vertical pairs on the illus- 
tration (those to right). The result of this observation will be seen on closely 
examining and comparing the illustrations of the Friedl forgery with defec- 
tive impressions of the 10 bani, blue, when a striking general resemblance 
will be found. Mr. Fraenkel gives as his opinion that these forgeries are 
reproduced by the aid of photography, a view shared by Herr Krotzsch, 
of Leipsic, and Herr Albert Frisch, of Berlin, both competent experts. 
Mr. Fraenkel gives a lengthened description of the differences between the 
real and the sham Simon Pure—differences that, I may say, I do not 
consider as vital, and all of which might be due to variety of impression. 
The only practical difference I can see in the case of both pairs of 5 x 10 
bani stamps is in the shape of the figure “5.” This will be seen to vary 
palpably from the normal stamps, and I may say that I have in vain ex- 
amined every 5 bani in my collection in order to find its counterpart. It 
will be noted that the left-hand “ 5 ” in the forgery leans forward, and that 
in both cases the lower half curves round more sharply than in the originals, 
and projects beyond the upright stroke of the figure. Inthe 10 bani (blue 
or rose) I fail to find any variation of type. Although, as I have said, they 
both closely resemble the worn type, one general deviation will be found. 
In the case of the genuinely worn or defective specimens, the background 
of color will be found spotty, and the hair, shading of the face, neck, and 
eyes partially diappeared, whereas in the case of the forgeries these lines are 
practically all present, although it would at first sight also appear to be a 
defective impression. The perforation gauges 11, but is very rough. I have 
thought it probable that the forger took a pair of 10 bani stamps, altered the 
figures to “5”’ on one, and then reproduced them by photography. 

With regard to the 5 x 1o bani, rose, there is less to be said; the color of 
the imitation is too pale, the impression is more worn (#.¢., indistinct) than 


any 10 bani, rose or red, that I have ever seen, and the perforation guages 
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11% in small holes (7.2., it ought to gauge 11 small holes, the 11% being that 
with large holes). Herr Fraenkel generally reviews the opinions hitherto 
held as to this stamp, and considers them somewhat divided. 

I can, however, hardly agree with him here, the general opinion in this 
country having always been against the belief in the éssue of this stamp, 
coupled with a strong tendency to regard all known specimens as reprints 
and not remainders. Anyhow, Mr. Fraenkel agrees that an authenticated pair 
was unknown till 1894, when Herr von Horrak received a prize for the two 
values se senant, at the Vienna Exhibition of 1894 (promoted by Herr Koch). 
It was the appearance of this pair and one or two similar ones, with com- 
ments thereon in the German Press, that shook me in iny previous faith, and 
induced me to become a purchaser of Mr. Friedl’s forgeries. Mr. Fraenkel 
says:— 

“ After a long search M. Moens has found in his archives the informa- 
tion on Roumanian sent to him by a Roumanian high official, probably for the 
last (seventh) edition of his Catalogue, and has sent it to me—a proof once 
more of the uprightness with which M. Moens always sets to work, since 
herein is proof against his statements. This high official was Herr Theodor 
A. Myller, General Inspector of Finances in Bucharest. The remarks refer 
to the sixth edition of Moens’ Catalogue, and run under No. 145 (s5b., dark 
blue), as follows :— 

“ The 5 bani, rose, has had a tendency to go wrong, but, unfortunately, 
it has been observed by a stupid employé ; and he had to destroy them be- 
fore the Inspecting Committee 

“ Later in 1880, under the pretext of essays, this error was reprinted as 
well as that of the 5 bani, blue, and fourteen other jewels, among them your 
number 144. 

“ip RR 

For an official letter the foregoing may well be without a compeer! It 
is valuable evidence, however, and seems to prove that the § dant, rose, was 
never issued, but was reprinted in company with the 5 bani, blue, “‘ and other 
jewels.” Mr. Fraenkel sums up as follows :— 

**It seems, therefore, that the error had been already noticed, while the 
blue error was still in issue ; that the sheets in question, which could be got 
hold of, were withdrawn, the errors taken out and cancelled (annulled); that 
the same thing was tried with the rose value, but before they were issued, 
and these were still printed from this plate. It thus becomes clear that the 
number of blue errors can be fixed ; and by deducting the number of the 
withdrawn sheets from the number of those previously supplied to the post, 
the remainder would show how many sheets and thus how many errors, had 
been issued. I hold, therefore, the 5 bani, rose, to be an error, which was 
not issued, and not a postage stamp—truly interesting, but not a stamp.” 

Mr. Fraenkel’s interesting article gives the result of his researches on 
many subordinate points as to color, reprints, perforation, etc., all of which 
I have carefully read and weighed. but whose reproduction would unduly 
extend this article. I have further closely examined a very large number 
of specimens of the stamps of this issue, and have had the opportunity of 
discussing the matter with gentlemen who know these stamps well, with the 
result that the short synopsis of these errers here following may be deemed 
to be the cognate result of up-to-date research. I might state here, that 
when traveling last year, I was fortunate enough to meet a celebrated Rou- 
manian collector, who showed me a practically complete sheet of the 5 bani, 
blue, containing the error, from which he was kind enough to present me 
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with a specimen. The exact color is a dullish blue, of a fairly dark shade 
which I find rather deeper, though of the same shade as an undoubted 
specimen of the error in my own collection. I should thus class the shades 
of—normal variety—10 bani, blue, of 1876, in their probable order of 
issue: — 


Dullish blue, varying in depth. Impression clear. 
Dark -- 4 ty 

Pale " ’ “defective 
Ultramarine fairly clear. 


“ 


It is from at least one of these shades thatthe errors were allowed to 
go forth until discovered; and it is, therefore, important to ascertain their 
order of issue, which I believe is substantially as preceding, with the result 
that the error would only be found in the earliest and fossid/y in the second 


shade. 
ERRORS. 
IssuE OF 1876. Perf. 11; small holes 
5 bani, dull blue, medium dark, varying soit in depth of impression. 
REPRINT, 1880. Perf. 11; small holes. 


5 bani, dark slate blue, paper yellowish. 
(Those on bluish or greenish paper are chemical changelings of the 
bani green, and are perf. 11%, large holes.) 


vl 


IssuE OF 1879. /erf. 11; small holes. 


5 bani, rose to rose-red (shades). ‘ot issued; frequently surcharged 
diagonally “ ANNULATO.” 


REPRINT, 1880. Perf. 11; small holes. 


5 bani, bright rose-red. 

The latter is difficult to separate; with a little practice the others are 
readily distinguishable, 

As previously stated, these forgeries came to me from Mr. S. Friedl, of 
Vienna. I have since applied to him for a return of the money paid, but he 
has refused to pay, and says that he did*not sell them to me. Mr. F riedl's s 
latter-day reputation, after the Austrian Mercury affair, hardly seemed to 
require any embellishment, but until and unless he can show that he has 
been imposed upon in the present instance, he merits the contempt that all 
honest men accord to rogues. 

Strong as these comments are, they are Mr. S. Friedl’s just due, and they 
are fully shared on the Continent. The following interesting excerpt from 
Mr. Franekel’s paper is ample evidence of the truth of my assertions and the 
justice of my strictures: 

“ Herr Friedl was lately in Berlin, and did me the honour to pay me a 
visit. He brought out to show me his little pocket-book for stamps, which 
besides many stamps contained also a small envelope. Being inquisitive, I 
opened this latter, when, lo and behold! as I turned it over, there fell from 
it four (4) blue errors, all used. I naturally was highly rejoiced at seeing 
such things, but my delight was short-lived, as a nearer inspection showed 
me that they entirely agreed in color and in look with the Castle error. I 
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told Mr. Friedl that probably all four were false, whereupon he answered that 
this would have interested him very much before, but that now, however, it 
only saddened him, because he would now sell the stamps without guarantee, 
although he was convinced of their genuineness. As to the source of these 
stamps Herr Friedl let nothing out; I could not, unluckily, ask him too much 
about them, as I was not then quite sure of the case, and also because he (as 
is well known) knows quite well how to shuffle out of anything. In any case, 
other gentlemen have also seen ‘ errors’ in the possession of Herr Friedl (es- 
pecially red ones, according to the Berliner Brief{marken-Zeitung, unless the 
notices have got mixed up). I think it is Herr Friedl’s duty to name his 
source. Dothey probably come from Schimanek? Perhaps this would assist 
in discovering the vendor of the Mercury stamps. It would be curious if 
Herr Friedl had forgotten all about it, #¢., if he again should have bought 
his supplies from the ‘ great unknown.’ ”’ 


THE HANKOW POSTAGE STAMPS. 
(From a Hankow Newspaper.) 

It is to the machinations of Shanghai that Hankow is indebted for be- 
ing able to boast of a set of postage stamps of her own, and not to any desire 
on the part of moderate-minded Teaopolis—although there are few more 
important places in China—to do the grand, as if she considered herself fit 
to be numbered among the world’s great governing Powers. With cities as 
with men, some are born great, some achieve greatness, and some have great- 
ness thrust upon them. As regards this postal business Hankow comes in 
the last category. For many long years she had contrived to run her post 
office, as the people of the country have run theirs from time immemorial, 
without finding any use for a postage stamp. But a day came when the 
authorities who preside over the Shanghai institution decreed that all 
foreigners in “ all under Heaven the eighteen provinces” must now stick 
stamps, and that those who had not got any must buy and use the Shanghai 
article. This was a brilliant idea, and must have brought much into their 
exchequer for, being thoughtful, far-seeing men, they had no doubt laid in 
an abundant store of stamps beforehand to meet the anticipated demand, 
and this was immediately exhausted. When Hankow applied for a supply 
there were none left. Here then was a fix. Stamps were insisted on, and 
none could be obtained. Whatwasto be done? “Why not get stamps of 
our own,” asked Hankow, “ and thus save many a dollar which would other- 
wise go into the Shanghai pocket ?” It was so resolved and so done, and 
the stamps in question have turned out an immense success. 

It is true that some ill-instructed and thoughtless persons have tried to 
poke fun at them as being crude, inartistic, and what not, but a brief con- 
sideration will show that they are vastly superior to anything else in the stamp 
line in China. 

First.—With regard to the model stamp, it ought to be the product of 
the place or country which it represents. Nowadays, we are so accustomed 
to having everything “ made in Germany,” that unless we see the familiar 
words staring at us from the face of it we are apt to imagine that it cannot 
be the proper thing. Hankow, however, resolved that her stamps should be 
real, honest, Hankow, in every sense of the word, and not German stamps, 
or American stamps, or even Shanghai ; and this too in spite of the fact that 








202 AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY. 


there were none of the modern appliances necessary to turn out postages in 
the regulation way, and after the regulation pattern, available. The designs 
selected had to be drawn, hand engraved, and printed by artists. It must 
be allowed that they lack the finish of the German article, but on the other 
hand they possess an interest entirely their own ; an interest which no stamp 
could hitherto claim, and which none will ever be able to claim again, name- 
ly, they are the first stamps which have been made in China by Chinamen 

Second.—The design of the model postage stamp should be something 
specially characteristic of the place and country which it represents. It was 
quite open to Hankow to fall back, like her neighbours, on the regulation 
dragon, flag, figure head, or some of the other common refuges of the feeble 
imaginative faculty. But all these were eschewed, and for the five stamps 
three designs were adopted which are Hankow through and through. The 
first, (for the two, five, and ten-cent stamps,) is a coolie with his pole, carrying 
two boxes of Ningchow tea, on the ends which appear in chinese characters 
“superior Heavenly tips.” It is evident that this coolie is somewhat decrepit, 
and appears to be plodding his way along very wearily, on account of which 
some have found fault, not knowing that he is symbolic of the present con- 
dition of the tea trade, which alas ! seems to be almost on its last legs. On- 
ly let that revive and the coolie will, no doubt, be seen to step out in a quite 
astonishing manner. The design of the twenty cent stamp is the far famed 
and ancient Huang Hoh Leu (Yellow Stork Tower) pagoda, which up to 
eight years ago was the most conspicuous object in the Hankow neighbor- 
hood. It stood on the Wuchang city wall, on a rocky head jutting out into 
the river, and was held in great repute by the natives who came to visit it 
from far and near. They regarded it as the palladium of the province. Un- 
fortunately there was an American gunboat in port one night which, though- 
lessly and recklessly, turned the electric light upon it, with the result that it 
caught fire the very next evening, and was burned clean down. Since then 
large sums of money have been collected to rebuild it, but the immense 
timbers required are very costly and hard to get; besides collectors must 
live, so for some time it will not be possible to see it, save in native draw- 
ing, in photographic albums, or on this stamp. The third design, which has 
been used for the thirty-cent stamp, is the Municipal buildings, and a very 
handsome stamp they make. With their high tower and a higher there is no 
danger of being confounded with any building anywhere else, for the like is 
not to be found in all the East. Thus the Hankow stamps claim the full 
percentage of marks allowed for being characteristic. 

Third.—The model stamp should ‘have its value, and whatever other in- 
formation it is intended to convey, printed on it in characters sufficiently 
large to be read with the naked eye. The Chinese which appears on the 
I. M. Customs stamps, and now on the new issue of the Shanghai L. P. O., 
can hardly be said to possess this virtue. A magnifying glass of considerable 
power is almost indispensable to any natives who wish to decipher them, 
while those of Hankow can be comfortably read by them even with their 
goggles on. 

Fourth.—-The model stamp should be accurate and intelligible. It 
ought not to say one thing in one language, and something different in 
another language ; nor should it use terms which are not understood by the 
people to whom they are addressed. At present there are four kinds of post- 
age stamps in circulation in China representing dollar values, namely those 
of Hongkong, Japan, Shanghai and Hankow, and one representing tael values 
—the I. M. Customs. As to the former four they use no less than six 
different terms for the dollar cent in giving their values in Chinese. Com- 
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pared with this the missionaries and their term question are nowhere: 
Hongkong, which uses two, simply transliterates the English word “ cent.” 
On some stamps it appears as sien (genii), and on others as sien-shi (former 
times), both being alike unintelligible to the uninitiated native. Japan uses 
but one term for cent, ¢sten (cash, coin), which is not so bad. Shanghai has 
two, one on the old and another on the new issue, both of them alike quite 
wrong. On the old stamps the dollar is, *yimg yang (English foreign—coin be- 
ing understood), and the values are given in fractions of this. Now this, 
ying yang, means, if anything, an English dollar, a coin with which we are 
at present unacquainted. The term aimed at is, no doubt, *ying yang (eagle 
foreign-coin), or the Mexican dollar, so called from the bird of freedom 
which appeared so prominently on it. See the fourteenth lesson in Dr. Edkin's 
Primer, to go no further. But Shanghai can improve on that. Ona stamp 
which reached us the other day there appears printed along the top as usual 
(six Chinese characters) which of course we know is intended to mean twenty 
cents of the above-mentioned English dollar. As a sentence, however, it 
is so constructed as to be unreadable whether we try it from the beginning 
as the foreigners do, or from the end asthe Chinese do, or from the middle 
as no one does. Then across the face is further printed (three Chinese 
characters) one candarin, and below that in big letters “ one cent" (Mex.) 
It would hardly be possible to get more blunderson, or to make them bigger, 
without vastly increasing the size of the stamp. As to the new issue, only 
one sample has come before us, a one cent. The Chinese on it reads (three 
Chinese characters) which again is one candarin. This is also to be found 
on the I. M. Customs stamps where, however, it really means one candarin, 
and costs half as much again as this latest product of the Shanghai Office. 
Either the Shanghai authorities have an idea of changing their stamps to 
tael values, or they have blundered again, for at present their Chinese has 
one meaning, and their English quite another. It need hardly be said that 
the Chinese on the Hankow stamps, although it differs from all the above, is 
perpectly accurate. 
Fifthly up to tenthly can stand over to another time. 





*Note.—In the original article the various Chinese words a panied by th 
equivalent native characters The characters yimg yang are quite unlike in the two instances 


marked *, as will be evident from the English translations. 


UNITED STATES PERIODICAL STAMP CASE. 


In accordance with the expectations of all philatelists, the trial of this 
case has resulted in a sweeping verdict in favor of collectors, who contended 
that the government had no authority for its action in attempting to seize and 
confiscate periodical stamps when found in the possession of private parties. 
We present herewith a letter addressed to the Committee who were entrusted 
with the defence of the case. by Mr. Leo G. Rosenblatt, who acted as attorney 
for the defendant, which in a few words sums up the result of the trial. We 
also publish 7” extfenso the opinion rendered by the Hon. E. Henry Lacombe 
in directing a verdict by the jury in favor of the defendant. 
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UNITED States Circuit Court, 


r 


Southern District of N. Y. 


} 

U.S. or AMERICA 
\ 
vs 


WALTER S. Scott STAMP Co. 


Messrs. Scott, ANDREINI & CALMAN, 
Law Committee of Philatelists : 
Dear Sirs : 

I have the honor to report that the trial of this action before Mr. Justice 
Lacombe and a jury (April 14 and 15, 1898), resulted in the direction of 
a verdict and entry of a judgment for defendant. 

In rendering his opinion on the questions of law involved, Judge Lacombe 
held as follews : 

1. That newspaper and periodical stamps issued prior to 1874 are pre- 
sumed to have been lawfully acquired, whether cancelled or uncancelled ; 
and that plaintiff had therefore very properly abandoned its claim to 
possession of these varieties. 

2. That the Government cannot repudiate the sales of “reprints” or 
“specimens ” made by the Third Assistant Postmaster General: (a) Be- 
cause there was no law prohibiting such sales; (4) Because the Government 
received and retained the purchase money and thus waived all irregularities 
and ratified the sale. 

3. That foreign governments, members of the “ Postal Union,” who 
have received postage stamps of our government in accordance with the 
terms of the Postal Convention, may sell or give away such stamps to private 
individuals. Accordingly, the possession of such stamps by dealers and col- 
lectors is not presumptive evidence of wrongful acquisition. 

4. That the possession of newspaper and periodical stamps which bear 
apparent marks of cancellation is not presumably unlawful. The simulation 
of an official cancellation is a simple matter and, however immoral, is not 
prohibited by statute. Every man is entitled to the presumption of innocence. 
Accordingly, if purchase of a cancelled stamp from an officer of the govern- 
ment is unlawful, then the mere possession of a stamp with apparent can- 
cellation marks must be treated, priga facie, as evidence that the marks 
were imposed by private act and not officially. 

On the argument, I contended strenuously that the Postal Regulation 
prohibiting the sale of newspaper and periodical stamps by postmasters was 
inconsistent with the Federal law and therefore illegal, if not indeed uncon- 
stitutional. The view taken by the court on the other questions raised, 
rendered it unnecessarry to pass on this more radical proposition. But I 
feel confident that my contention will be sustained, whenever an opportunity 
is presented for a more direct presentation of the point. 

Whether)or not the government will appeal rests with the Attorney 
General to whom the record will be forwarded by the District Attorney. I 
am inclined to believe that the positive terms of the decision rendered by 
Judge Lacombe will induce an abandoment of further prosecution. But a 
stay of 60 days has been procured in order to determine whether an appeal 
shall be taken. 

I desire here to record my sense of obligation to Hon. Frederic R. 
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Coudert, whose advice and co-operation as senior counsel has been of great 
value to me in the preparation of the case for trial. Mr. Coudert’s illness 
deprived us of his services at the trial and in the argument ; and it was with 
reluctance that your committee directed me to proceed alone in order to 
prevent a further postponement of the case until the June term, Mr. 
Coudert was represented at the trial by Mr. Adams. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Leo. G. ROSENBLATT, 
Atty. for Deft. and of Counsel. 


UNITED STATES CiRCUIT CouRT, 
Southern District of N. Y. 
Before Hon. E. Henry Lacomps, J. and a jury. 


Trial commenced April 14, 1898. 

Trial resumed April 15, 1898. 

THE UNITED STATES ! 
vs. 

Tue Wa ter S. Scott Stamp Co 


April 14, 1898. 

Mr. Lloyd opened for the plaintiff. 

Mr. Rosenblatt opened for the defence and read in evidence extracts 
from Tiffany’s History of U. S. Postage Stamps, tending to show that the 
postage stamp system was adopted for the convenience of the public and to 
enable all applicants to purchase the same at wholesale or retail for pre- 
payment of postage. 


April 15, 1898. 

The three stipulations were offered in evidence and are marked respec- 
tively Exhibit 1, Exhibit 2 and Exhibit 3. 

Mr. Rosenblatt: I ask the Court to direct a verdict for the defendant. 

The Court: I am prepared now to dispose of this somewhat extraordi- 
nary case. It is an action for replevin in which the plaintiff, the Govern- 
ment of the United States, through the Post Office Department, claims title 
to alot of postage stamps, that is newspaper and periodical postage stamps, 
and the Marshal has levied upon them. They are divided into three classes. 
The first comprises newspaper and periodical stamps under the act of 1865, 
or prior to 1865, as to which it is now conceded by the plaintiff that the 
facts do not warrant a finding in the plaintiff’s favor except asto the one- 
cent stamps, as to which contention is still made. The second class con- 
tains certain stamps which are referred to as “specimen stamps.” With re- 
gard to these the situation is this: In 1875, over the signature of the Third 
Assistant Postmaster General, who is the one that, in the organization of 
the department, has special charge of stamps, etc., there was a circular issued 
from the Post Office Department, Washington, D. C., stating that “ “he De- 
partment is prepared to furnish upon application at face value specimens 
of adhesive postage stamps issued under its auspices, as follows.”” Then 
follows a list of various stamps running back as far as 1847 and including 
the various issues and denominations now in suit. This circular was sent 
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broadcast throughout the community and was never cancelled or repudiated 
by the Postmaster General. Upon the strength of this circular the confid- 
ing citizen applies to the Post Office Department, receives the stamps, pays 
the money, the Post Office Department covers the money into the Treasury 
of the United States and, having done so, turns round and insists that the 
same stamps were stolen, embezzled and purloined from the United States 
and are still its property, not because any act of Congress has prohibited the 
sale, but because some years after the circular was issued the Postmaster 
General made regulations forbidding Postmasters to sell this particular kind 
of stamp. Comment on such a performance as that would seem to be wholly 
superfluous. If it were a transaction between private parties a well known 
phrase of the police court would most properly describe it. 

There remains however a third class covering other stamps which are 
not specimen stamps and are not within the terms of this circular offering 
them for sale, and we must look into the situation with regard to those. Ex- 
cept for one lot of six stamps described as newspaper stamps, 1895, etc., be- 
ing lot No. 141, all of these stamps are issued on or prior to 1875, except two 
lots, 132 and 134, which seem to have been issued in 1879. The newspaper 
stamps, so-called are postage stamps undoubtedly—so conceded—the des- 
cription of them in the Regulation, indeed in this circular, is such that it is 
plain that they are, as one would infer that they were without any evi- 
dence, postage stamps. From the time that the government began to print 
and circulate postage stamps to facilitate the pre-payment of postage on letters, 
the Postmaster General or Post Office Department, or whoever has had 
them in charge, has been authorized to sell them or have them distributed 
at places where persons who needed to use them could purchase them, and 
in some acts he has been required soto do. I do not find, and I am not 
referred to, any act of Congress prohibiting the sale of this particular kind 
of stamps. On the contrary the act of 1874, Section 6, which authorizes the 
issue of such stamps within the years which we have last referred to, pro 
vides that the parcels containing the newspapers and periodicals “ shall be 
weighed in bulk and postage paid thereon by a special adhesive stamp to be 
devised and furnished by the Postmaster General, which shall be affixed to 
such matter or to the sack containing the same or upon a memorandum of 
such mailing, or otherwise, as the Postmaster may from time to time provide by 
regulations.” That is to say the Postmaster General is to provide regulations 
as to how the stamps shall be affixed; but there is nothing at all in the act 
prohibiting his selling such stamps to an individual who wants to use them 
to pay his postage with. It is*claimed, however, that under the general 
powers of the Postmaster General to make regulations for the government of 
the service, regulations have been made prohibiting the sale of this kind of 
stamp. Upon examination of the quotations from the Regulations of the 
Post Office Department which form a part of the stipulation, I am unable to 
find any regulation prohibiting the sale of these stamps to the public prior 
to that contained in the Postal Guide of 1881. On the contrary immediately 
after the passage of the act of 1874, it seems to have been the practice of the 
Post Office, Department to sell these very stamps to the public. Inthe re- 
port of the Postmaster General for the year 1875 referring to the new stamps 
which were issued under the act of 1874 he says that the new system is work- 
ing very well, and describing the method employed states that the papers 
to be mailed are made up in bulk at the publication office, carried to the Post 
Office and there weighed. The postage is computed on the whole issue, the 
proper amount in stamps handed to the Postmaster,” etc., etc., which plainly 


——————————ee 
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indicates that the stamps must have been in the possession of the citizen who 
wanted to use them to prepay upon his package. He could not very well 
“hand them to the Postmaster,” unless he had them to hand. It seems clear 
upon the evidence that the practice under the act of 1874 immediately after 
its passage was to sell and deliver these stamps to the public, who, when they 
wanted their package forwarded gave stamps for the amount of the proper 
postage to the Postmaster at the office where they turned it in. Now the 
record contains no prohibition, prior to that one in the Postal Guide of 1881, 
against the sale of any of these stamps by Postmasters, and inasmuch as with 
the exception of lot 141, they are prior to that date (1881) I reach the con- 
clusion that at the time of the issuance of those stamps there was no statute 
law of the United States and no regulation adopted under authority of statute 
prohibiting the sale of such stamps to the public, either by the Post Office 
Department itself or by such subordinates, Postmasters or others, as might 
have the stamps in charge. 

There remains the single lot of six stamps—one, two, five, ten, twenty- 
five and fifty cents respectively of the issue of 1895. It appears that under 
the terms of the so-called Postal Union over seven hundred complete sets of 
stamps have been issued by the government without reserving any further 
right or title or control of their disposition, whether to foreign governments, or 
to delegates of those governments, to the Postal Congress, or to the secretary 
of the Congress or where not, is immaterial. The stamps so issued passed 
wholly out of the power and control of the Federal Government which no 
longer held any title to them and the persons to whom they went could have 
sold them or done anything else that they pleased with them. 

Under those circumstances, in view of the fact that part of those stamps 
are of the same kind as those which were sold by the Post Office Department 
under the circular issued in 1875 and the money paid to the department and 
covered into the Treasury of the United States, that part of them are of is- 
sues which were not prohibited from sale by act of Congress ; but which, 
on the contrary, were, when they were first issued, sold by Postmasters to the 
public and the sale of which has never been prohibited by postal regulations 
until some years after their issue, and that as to all of them there are 700 
sets free to the world which the Post Office Department has issued ; I am 
unable, such being the only evidence in the case, to sustain the averment of 
the complaint that the stamps in question here were “stolen, embezzled and 
purloined ” from the plaintiff and that they are now the “ property of the 
government of the United States.” For these reasons I shall direct a verdict 
in favor of the defendant. 

Mr. Lloyd : I except to that part of your Honor’s charge in which you 
state that there is no regulation or prohibition of any kind issued by the 
government prior to 1881. 

The Court: There is nothing other than what you call my attention to 
here, which is inferential. On that date the language is specific. Prior to 
that it is inferential, because it says they must put them on the stub. 

Mr. Lloyd: That is what I contend—that it is inferential. I ask your 
Honor to charge that in the absence of any evidence to the contrary the 
jury are bound to presume that the 700 sets of stamps delivered to the Postal 
Union under the treaty were issued by the government for the purpose for 
which they were intended. 

The Court; I decline. 

A verdict is found as directed. 

Mr. Rosenblatt: I move for judgement on the verdict and that the 
Marshal be directed to return the stamps to the defendant. 

Motion granted. 
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BRAZIL. 
SALE OF STAMPS AND OTHER PREPAYMENT FORMS WITHDRAWN FROM 
CIRCULATION. 

In accordance with the last part of Art. 12 of the Budget law No. 480, 
of December 15th of last year, and the decree No. 38, of February 11th last, 
of H. Ex. the Minister of Industry, and by order of the Director General, | 
hereby announce that the stamps and other prepayment forms withdraw 


from circulation will be on sale at this office, in conformity with"the table 
below. 
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Sub-Directorate, March 3rd, 1898.—Feliciano Gonzaga, Sub-Director. 
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BRITISH East A [he publishers of t Philat Recor ve 
discovered an error ont East Africa 2% ant t arged 
n India 4% ar ; he word “ British ne B 
Cu We h rec I nt npaid let contait 
ing entire sheets of both tl I issue, 1n red on dark ve W paper ind the 
second issue, 1n carmu i4low paper he set r these tw 
issues are entirely different, t irst issue ¢ taining m i ilues 
rom 1 centavo tor peso, w the second contains o1 tamps fr 


centavo to 20 centavos. 
At the same time, we have re ved the 1c centay stamr 
} la ] +} . but a 
supposed t o have replaced the 1 peso, but as we 


taining this value, we are unable to state positively where it may be found 
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although the supposition is 
in the old setting. 

The statement made by 
tavos are obsolete is no dou 
of them, 


contains none 


lower values, we have also receive: 


in the old color. We suppose, therefore, that the original supply of t! 
printing is sufficient to meet immediate demands and that the new iss 
appear in the higher values as soon as the present stock has been ex! 
We append herewith diagrams showing the first and second setting 
+ SETTING. SECOND SI N 

I I I I I 

I I I I 40 | 4 { { 4 I I I 

4; 4| 4 11 41 4] 4] 4] 4 2 2} 2| 2 2 

f f f f ¢ f f f j } 4 4 4 4 4 
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20 20 2 2° 20 | 20 2 2 2 I It I¢ 

50 50 Oo} 6 or 60 218) 5 ¢ TT} 2 2 aX 2 20 2 2 
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Morocco. We have received a new stamp for the serv I 
zagan, Azemour and Marakech, which is somewhat more striking 
sign than the usual productions of these local posts. T] $ ar 
be the following: 5, 10, 15, 20, 25 and 50 céntimos and 1 t T 
value sent to us is the 5 centimos, which is printed in gre 
perforated 13. 

Azores. , In addition to the set of stamps chronicled wit 
C. N. de Lacerda, our reliable correspondent, sends us a set 

’ t 
which, indeed, are fearfully and wonderfully made. They consist 
the value of 10 reis and four of 20 reis. Inthe 1o reis cards fanciful 
are printed .on the face of each one, the stamp being the same on all 
tors of postal cards who collect by the face are, therefore, compelled 
I J ’ ’ I 

in a complete set of all the different pictures that appear. On the 
cards the government has been a little bit more considerate of the feel 
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postal card collectors and has printed the pictures on t back, so that the 

different varieties will be collected on y those who look picture cards 

the face ird being alike in every instanc Most of the picture 
} represent of various kinds in Lisbon and other portions of Portugal. 





and we su] it the supply finally to | sued is d onlv by tl 
number of houses contained in Portugal and its vari posse ns. N 
doubt a similur set has been issued for e I ne of the colonie which |} 
just been endowed with a new set of stamps, and collectors of postal cards 
may feel that they are being led a pretty dal 


Ho! a. Mr J C. N. de Lacerda has sent us a remark e postal card « 





the current issue, t ind the name Hort rinted across the 
face of the stamp, instead of in the labels which are provided for these in 
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dor Official of 1896, our No. 403, with surcharge inverted 


New SouTtTH WALI We have received the 1d the Jubilee iss 
new perforation, viz., 12 all round. 
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expected, resulted in the issue of a special frank by an express company on 
the Pacific Coast. Mr. H. B. Phillips has sent us a specimen of a 2c gree! 
envelope, size 634in.x334in., with the frank of the Alaska Pacific Express Co 
All further information in regard to the envelope in question will be found 
in the circular which has been issued by the Company on the subject and 
which we reproduce herewith. 


Unitep States.—The rush to the Klondike has, as might have been 


ALASKA PACIFIC Express COMPANY. 
F OFFICE OF THE GENERAL MANAGER. 


PORTLAND OR., March 18th, 1898 


CrrRcULAR No. 11. 
FRANKED ENVELOPES. 

Owing to the aryl and very unsatisfactory mail service between 
Portland, Sound Cities and Alaskan Ports, we have been frequently importuned 
to carry letters by express. tT hese Saisie having become so urgent, and be- 
ing in a position to give the public much better service than is at present 
afforded by the ordinary mail, we have decided to inaugurate franked letter 


service. Having complied with the regulations and requirements of the 
United States Government, we are now prepared to carry letters by express 
when enclosed in one of our franked envelopes, over all coastwise routes 


operated by this Company. 

These government stamped envelopes are for the transmission by express 
of letters or papers of no particular value, only. Patrons using them must 
not do so for the purpose of forwarding money or valuables, as it must be 
understood that this Company does not assume any liability for loss of such 
letters. We shall always use our best endeavors to forward promptly and 
deliver carefully any and all such letters, but we do not guarantee safe 
delivery. Ifa letter is destined to a point beyond or off our line, it will be 
carried to the point on our route nearest destination and there deposited in 
the Post Office. 

The cost of these envelopes will be TEN CENTS each, in any quantity 
and will be found on sale at any and all offices of this Company. 


Note: It is understood at present time we are not prepared t 
such letters to interior points inwAlaska ; but simply to coast « ffices. Lat 
on, when regular through service is established to Dawson, C 2 City, etc., 
we will then name rates for carrying letters through to all. points on the 


Yukon 
M. G. HALL, 


General Mar 


Mr. C, A, Burger has handed us a memorandum showing the number of 
stamps contained on the sheets of the first issue of document revenue stamps 
printed by the U. S. government, It would appear from the the variatior 


. 1 va uA ‘ 
in the sizes that all the values from 1c to $50 were printed on sheets of the 
same size, as the number of stamps on each sheet appears to vary exactly in 
accordance with the dimensions of each different value. We think ‘the he 


table will be of some interest to our readers, and therfore submit it iaeaneil 


—~ 


D | 
$ cts $ 
I 21 2 10 I 30 I 
2 210 1 20 1 so 12c 
3 170 5 10 1 6 ° 144 
} 170 6 50 I ¢ 9 171 OO 
5 17 8 50 2 00 72 144 
6 170 IO 20 2 ¢ 72 re 
Io 170 17 OO 3 7 16 
15 170 5 50 © & 72 252 
20 170 { 5 0° 72 36 
25 102 25 5 IO 00 7 7 2¢ 
30 102 60 1s 2 
40 ; 34 00 2 I 
50 5 42 50 25 0 { 1,35 
60 85 51 00 50 54 2,7 
70 Re ) 5 2 tr 6e Oo 
I 00 go JO 00 
L ,ON 
AUSTRIA.—We have received from Mr. A. Lohmeyer a new card of th 
1897 series with long ‘‘s” but with ‘‘(Deutsch-Béhm)” in lower right cor 
ner. 


Postal car 
2kr brown, (Deutsch-] 





Port g l, has eared 
Adhesive stamps 
Perforated 
2¥r blue g sor dark b 
5! red 75! et Drow 
ror gray lila 1oor bistre browr 
2s5r yellow gre I bistr 


BRITISH HONDURAS We have received the S tal nda t I 
postal card heralded in r March number, 
Adhesi é lamp. 
Watermarked Crown and C.A 
Perforated 14. 
25c red brown and gree 
Postal card, 
1c green, duff 


CANADA.—The new series of postage stamps has been enriched by th 


addition of one of the ugliest | ieces of work that has ever been turned « 

in the shape of a 3c envelope. It will not be necessary to enter into tl 
details of the hideous production, as the illustration herewith will speak fo1 
itself. 
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Envelope. 





White paper. 
Size 147x87 mm. 
3c red 





OBILB.—We read in the ///ustriertes Briefmarken- Journal that unpaid 
letter stamps of an entirely new design have appeared, three values having 
been seen thus far. The design consists of a large numeral in the cente 
““ Correos de Chile” above and “‘ Centavos” below the value, and the word 
‘' Multa” below “‘ Centavos.” 

Le Collectionneur de Timbres-Poste has seen some further values of this 
set, so that we now know of all values from 1 centavo to 20 centavos having 
been issued. 


At the same time, we are informed by one of our correspondents that 
unpaid letter stamps, which had hitherto appeared only with the word 
Valparaiso,” had also appeared in Santiago, and we wonder whether the 


stamps above-mentioned are those referred to. 
Unpaid letter stamps. 


Perforated. 
2c carmine 8c carmine 
4c Carmine roc carmine 
6c carmine 20c carmine 


DENMARE.—The 50 dre has now appeared in the perforation 12%, 
thus completing the set, with the exception of the 25 dre 

Adhesive stamp, 

Perforated 12%, 


506 violet brown 


FERNANDO, PO.—A postal card with ‘stamp of the current ty] as 
now made its appearance, the value being somewhat higher than that usually 


employed for this form of postal stationery, viz., 10 centavos 

Postal cara, 
10 centavos red, yellow 

HAYTI.—Ze Zimbre Poste states that a new issue has been made here, of 
an entirely new design, the stamps being engraved in ¢ai//e douce by the Com- 
pagnie Francaise des Papiers-Monnaie, the first shipment being said 
to have left Paris about the end of March. The design consists of the 
well known arms of Hayti in a frame curved at the top; in the upper angles 
the figures of value with the word “ cent ” between; in the lower label the 
words “ République d’ Haiti.” The impression is in color on white paper 
watermarked “ R. H.”’ 

A new provisional has just made its appearance, the 20c stamp being 
surcharged for use as a 2c. The surcharge is the same as that used in 18go0 
and 1892. 
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Adhesive stamps. 
Provisional issue 
Perforated. 
2c on 20¢ orange, red surchargs 
Watermarked R. H. 
Perforated. 
rc blue 5c gree! 


2c rose 7C gray 
3c violet 20c yeliow 
Bundi.— 7'he Philatelic Journal of Great Britain states that fre 
a f the 4 anna stamps | been made with the 1 tead 
f below The neets re id e lit} OT hed i elgl t rov f J t 
naka 120 varieties 
Adh é $1 R) la mp. 


ja emerald greet 


MACAO.—A set, corresponding to that announced in this is f 
Portugal. has appeared her¢« lt i 1 ** avos 
quiv: ile nt of “ centavos,” instead of in reis 

Adhesive stamps 

Perforated 

12a blue green 8a dark blue 
1a red 12a violet | 
2a gray lilac 16a bistre browr 
1a yellow green 24a | 


MADEIRA.— A set, corresponding to that announced in this issue for 
Portugal, has appeared here 

Adhesive sf imp 

Perforated 


2 Ur blue gree sor dark blu 
sr red 75r violet brov 
1or gray lilac I stre browr 
25r yellow green 1sor bistre 
MONTENEGRO. The Dutsche Briefmar Zettung states t t the 11 
1as changed its « r from gray blue to light | 
Adadhesi lamp 
Perforated 
in light blue 


NEWsZEALAND 











216 AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY 












| a 
Say? | oy 
~ \: 
certtaee dia faa IVE PENGF! 


AT a AWADY | 
EAA EN RACED 






POSTAGE 4 REVE | 
| ft 
ry : . = 
ow = 
\DININE PENCE od) FIVE SHILLINGS) 


Perforated 15. 


%p lilac gray Mount Cook 
1p bistre and blue View of Lake Taupo and Volcanic Mountain 
2p maroon A Sound on the S. W. Coast of New Zealand 
2%p blue Lake Wakatipu and Mount Earnshaw 
3p bistre Sacred Huia birds 
4p rose Pink and White terraces 
5p violet brown Otira Gorge and Volcano Ruapehu 
6p green The Apterix bird 
8p dark blue Maori War Canoe 
gp violet Pink and White terraces 
1sh red Kakas, or Wild Parrots 
zsh blue green Entrance to Milford Sound 
5sh vermilion Mount Cook 
ORANGE FREE STATH.—We have received a 144d surcharged 


2¢ 

card, the surcharge being very similar to the 14d on 2d of 
the type of the numerals is somewhat different and there is n 
after “ d.” 

Postal card. 

Provisional issue. 
1%p on 2p violet, black surcharge, white 

PERSIA.—We have now recived the values from 2 kranto 5 
the new series, all being of the same type asthe 1 | 
some time ago. : 

Adhesive stamps. 


Kral 
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Perforated 12 %x12. 
2kr pale rose 
3kr yellow I 
4kr gray : 


skr emerald green 
kr orang 


kr violet 


PORTUGAL lhe set of stamps issued mmemora 
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QUBENSLAND.—We have just received the 4d, of the usual type, in a 
canary yellow shade, instead of orange yellow, its previous hue. 
Adhesive stamp. 
Watermarked Crown and Q 
Perforated 13. 
4p canary yellow 
SsIAM.— Zhe Philatelic Journal of Great Britain has seen copies of the 
r2 atts surcharged “3 atts” and a Siamese surcharge similar in type to 
that on the other varieties which have recently been issued 
Adhesive stamp. 
Provisional issue. 
Watermarked a flowe1 
Perforated 14. 
3a on 12a lilac and carmine 
Pahang.— At the moment of going to press, we received three values 
the Perak stamps of the current issue surcharged for use in Pahang, the sur- 
charge used being the name of the State in small font with capital P. W 
do not know how many values have bee treated in this way, but we h re- 
ceived only the three listed below : 
Adhesive stamps. 
Watermarked Crown and CA. 
Perforated 14. 
roc lilac and orange 5oc green and black 
25c green and carmine 


TIMOR,—A set, corresponding to that announced in this issue for Por- 
tugal, has appeared here, the values, however, being expressed in “‘avos,” the 
equivalent of “ centavos,” instead of in reis, 

Adhesive stamps. 


Perforated. 
*4a blue green 8a dark blue 
ra red 12a violet brown 
2a gray lilac 16a bistre brown 
4a yellow green 24a bistre 


TONGA.—<According to the ///usiriertes Briefmarken- Journal, new 


registration envelope has appeared here, the design being similar to th the 
last issue, except that the value is expressed “ 4d.” at right and left the 
coat of arms, instead of ‘‘ Four Pence ” below the coat of arms 

Registration envelope. 

Size, 225x100 mm. 

4p scarlet 

Turkish Offices in Thessaly.—The stamps which we announced some tims 
igo have now made their appearance, and they are rather pretty cigar box 


labels. They are a cheaply lithographed affair, octagonal in shape and have 
two sets of perforations, the one parallel to the corners of the octagon and 
the other parallel to the top, bottom and sides. The usual toughra appears, 
and beneath this what is supposed to be a picture of the bridge at Larissa, 
although we defy anybody to affirm the statement on oath, the design being 


so badly drawn. 





2h ae ene menace = 
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Adhesive stamps. 
Perforated 13. 


10 paras yellow green 2 piastres orange 
20 paras rose 5 piastres purple 


1 piastre slate blue 


VENBZUBLA.—Le Collectionneur de Timbres-Poste announces an issue 
of stamps, to appear on the rst of May, for the prepayment of official cor- 
respondence with foreign countries. The design will consist of the arms o! 
the country with “ Venezuela” above and “ Union Postal Universal ” below; 
on each side the value in figures and “ Oficial” in black on the arms. The 
values are said to be: 

5c dark green soc yellow 
roc red 1 bolivar violet 
25c blue 


AUCTION SALES. 
Auction sale of Bogert & Durbin Co., March roth, 1808. 
: ) 9 
United States, Philadelphia Carrier, “ U. S. P.O.—prepaid—One Cent— 
Despatch,” red on white envelope, entire, very fine im- 


pression, $60 00 
— 1857, 3c outer line, unsevered unused pair, evenly centered, very 

fine, original gum, 24 25 
— 1860, goc unused, original gum, very fine, 13 
— 1869, goc unused, splendid color, fine, 33 25 
— Justice, goc evenly centered, unused, original gum, very fine, 30 OC 
— Navy, goc deep blue, used, very fine, 10 OC 
— State, $2 unused, evenly centered, very fine, original gum, 15 00 
— Revenue stamp, $25 Mortgage, imperforate, I5 00 
— — $200, imperforate, 22 00 
— — $200, perforated, IO 00 
— — Second issue, $25, perforated, IO 00 


STATEN ISLAND PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 
Branch if the A. P. A. 


Minutes of the 181st meeting of the Staten Island Philatelic Society held 
April 21st, 1898, at Loescher’s Hotel, Stapleton, N. Y. 

The meeting was called to order at 8.50 p. M., with the following mem- 
bers present 

President August Dejonge in the Chair, Messrs. Henry Clotz, O. Dejonge, 
E. R. Carter, J. W. Sittig, A. Lienhardt, E. Angell, A. Richter and R. 5. 
Lehman. The minutes of the previous meeting were read and accepted. 

Mr. Carter withdraws the proposal of Mr. Julio Rojas for membership 
for the present. 

Mr. Clotz proposes fo! membership Mr. Charles Hir el; 
was referred to the Executive Committee. 

The President appointed Messrs. Carter, Lienhardt and O. Dejonge as 
Nomination Committee who proposed the following nominations for officers 
for 1898-99 : 

For President : August Dejonge; For Vice-President: R. F. Albrecht; 
For Treasurer : Henry Clotz; For Secretary : R.S. Lehman ; For Librarian; 
Adolph Lienhardt ; For Executive Committee: C. Witt, A. Richter and 
Oscar Dejonge. 


he proposition 


‘ 
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Mr. Stone sends No. 49 of the Monthly Bulletin of the Postal Card 
Society, the Bogert & Durbin Co., priced catalogue of their 98th and ggth 
Auction Sales, Mr. Muecke, a lot of papers and magazines, for the library, 
Mr. August Dejonge and “ A Friend” counterfeits for the counterfeit album. 
The thanks of the Society are tendered to the kind donors. 

Our member Charles Grevning having departed this life, Mr. Clotz 
moved that a vote of condolence be tendered to the family of the deceased. 
Carried unanimously. 

Mr. Carter moved that as our Constitution and By-Laws are defective, 
a committee be appointed at the. next meeting to revise the same, and that 
all members be notified thereof.- Carried. 

Mr. Carter exhibited an envelope posted at Wadhams Mills, N, Y., by 
our member, Rev. E. J. Abbott, bearing a diagonal half of a 4c stamp 
(present issue) and the endorsement “ out of 2 and 1c G.H.P.” He stated 
that he wrote to the Postmaster upon the subject and received the following 
reply: 

WapDHAM’s MILLS, N, Y., April 7th, 1898. 
Epcar R. Carter, Tompkinsville, N. Y., 

Dear Sir—Yours of the 6th at hand; in reply would state that for some 
reason the order sent about a month ago for stamps was not filled. The 1 
and 2c stamps became exhausted and we were compelled to send to the 
neighboring towns for stamps. We had 4c stamps on hand and to help out 
when we didn’t have any 1c and zc stamps, we cut the 4c ones and pasted 
them ourselves on such envelopes as people brought in and wrote on each 
envelope the reason for sending the “help out.” About 25 or 30 were used, 
both locally and on off letters. 

(Signed) G. H. Pierce, P. M., 
Per. J. W. Pierce, Clerk. 

Mr. Dejonge exhibited his fine collection of stamps of Italy and Italian 
states which received deserved admiration. 

All members are requested to bring their collections of Argentine Re- 
public for exhibition at the next meeting. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9.45 P. M. upon motion of Mr. Clotz. 

Mr. Carter showed some fine lots of exchange circuits ,after the meeting 
containing some stamps which found ready sale. Next meeting will be held 
on May 19th, 1898. Rost. S. LEHMAN, Sec'y., 341 E. 30th St 


THE COLLECTORS CLUB. 


Twenty-fourth meeting of the Board of Governors held at the Club 


House, April 11, Mssrs.. Bruner, Deats, Luff 
Secretary being present. 

Called to order at 8.30 by Vice-President Bruner, the Secretary read 
letters from Rev. Mr. Bell, and cardsfrom Zanzibar collectors, and stated 
that he had issued a visitor’s card to Mr. John F, Seybold, at the request of 
Mr. John W. Scott. 

The Treasurer’s report showing balance in bank of $361.46 was then 
received. 

The report of Chairman of House Committee was also received 

The application of Mr. John F. Seybold, Syracuse, proposed by John 
W. Scott, seconded by Walter S. Scott, was reported and upon ballot he was 
unanimously elected a subscribing member of the Club. 

Mr, John W. Scott was authorized to prepare a suitable entertainment 
for the Club members and to spend as much as necessary within the sum of 
$50 which amount was duly appropriated for the purpose. 

Adjourned at 9.25 P. M. J. M. ANDREINI, Secretary. 


Scott, Stebbins and the 











